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Award-Winning Children’s Books of 2020 

Winner of the Caldecott Medal  
For the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children: 
The Undefeated, illustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by Kwame Alexander   

Honor Books: Bear Came Along, illustrated by LeUyen Pham, written by Richard T. Morris; 

Double Bass Blues, illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez, written by Andrea J. Loney; Going Down 

Home with Daddy, illustrated by Daniel Minter, written by Kelly Starling Lyons   

 

Winner of the Newbery Medal 
For the author of the most distinguished contribution to children’s literature: New Kid 

by Jerry Craft  

Honor Books: The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Kadir Nelson; Scary Stories for 

Young Foxes by Christian McKay Heidicker, illustrated by Junyi Wu; Other Words for Home by 

Jasmine Warga; Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams 

 

Winner of the Geisel Award for most distinguished book for beginning readers 

o Stop! Bot!, written and illustrated by James Yang  

Winner of the Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal  

o Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story by Kevin Noble Maillard, illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal 

Winner of the Pura Belpré Award for contribution to children’s literature celebrating Latino culture  

o Dancing Hands: How Teresa Carreño Played the Piano for President Lincoln, illustrated by Rafael López, 

written by Margarita Engle (illustrator winner)  

Winner of the Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator Award  

o What is Given from the Heart, illustrated by April Harrison, written by Patricia C. McKissack 

Winner of the Stonewall Book Award for the best book relating to the LGBTQ+ experience 

o When Aidan Became a Brother by Kyle Lukoff, illustrated by Kaylani Juanita  

Winners of the Schneider Family Book Award for books that address the disability experience 

o Just Ask! Be Different, Be Brave, Be You by Sonia Sotomayor, illustrated by Rafael López (picture book 

winner)  

o Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly (middle grade winner)  

Winners of the Asian/Pacific American Award for promotion of Asian/Pacific American culture  

o Queen of Physics: How Wu Chien Shiung Helped Unlock the Secrets of the Atom by Teresa Robeson, 

illustrated by Rebecca Huang (picture book winner) 

o Stargazing, written and illustrated by Jen Wang (middle grade winner) 

Winners of the Sydney Taylor Book Award for books that authentically portray the Jewish experience 

o The Book Rescuer: How a Mensch from Massachusetts Saved Yiddish Literature for Generations to 

Come by Sue Macy, illustrated by Stacy Innerst (picture book winner)  

o White Bird: A Wonder Story, written and illustrated by R. J. Palacio (middle grade winner)  

Winner of the American Indian Youth Literature Award 

o Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis (middle grade winner)  
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Award-Winning Young Adult Books of 2020 

 
Winner of the Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in literature 

written for young adults 
 

Dig by A. S. King   

 
Honor Books: The Beast Player by Nahoko Uehashi; Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up 

with Me, written by Mariko Tamaki, illustrated by Rosemary Valero-O’Connell; 

Ordinary Hazards: A Memoir by Nikki Grimes; Where the World Ends by Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

 

  

Winner of the William C. Morris Award for a debut book by a first-

time author writing for teens  
 

The Field Guide to the North American Teenager by Ben Philippe  

 
Honor Books: The Candle and the Flame by Nafiza Azad; Frankly in Love by David 

Yoon; Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams; There Will Come a Darkness by 

Katy Rose Pool   

 

Other Awards 
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Book Award recognizing African-American authors & illustrators 

o Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams (new author talent winner)  

Winners of the Stonewall Book Award given to books of excellence relating to the LGBTQ+ experience 

o The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta (winner) 

o Pet by Akwaeke Emezi (honor book)  

o Like a Love Story by Abdi Nazemian (honor book) 

Winner of the Pura Belpré Award for contribution to YA literature celebrating Latino culture  

o Sal and Gabi Break the Universe by Carlos Hernandez 

Winner of the YALSA Award for excellence in nonfiction for young adults  

o Free Lunch by Rex Ogle  

Winners of the Asian/Pacific American Award for promotion of Asian/Pacific American culture  

o They Called Us Enemy, written by George Takei, illustrated by Harmony Becker (winner)  

o Frankly in Love by David Yoon (honor book) 

Winners of the Sydney Taylor Book Award for books that authentically portray the Jewish experience 

o Sick Kids in Love by Hannah Moskowitz (honor book)  

Winner of the Schneider Family Book Award for books that addresses the disability experience 

o Cursed by Karol Ruth Silverstein (winner)  

o The Silence Between Us by Alison Gervais (honor book) 

Winner of the American Indian Youth Literature Award 

o Hearts Unbroken by Cynthia Leitich Smith   

 


