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Prohibited Uses 
The following uses can-
not be done as a Home 
Occupation:  
(a) Teaching, including
tutoring, musical instruc-
tion, or dancing to more
than one (1) pupil at any
given time.
(b) Dance instruction
and band instruments in
groups, tea rooms, real
estate offices, convales-
cent homes, mortuary es-
tablishments, animal 
hospitals, and stores, 
trades, or businesses of 
any kind employing or 
managing or servicing to 
other individuals. 

Fee: 
There shall be a non-refundable 
administrative fee of fifty dollars 
($50.00) for an application for a 
home occupation permit. 
Disclaimer: This pamphlet is for use as a general 
guide only. Actual Code is available on the city 
website at www.staunton.va.us. 
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Purpose: 
In order to allow for the use 
of space in homes for lim-
ited commercial activities 
by the residents without a 
detrimental effect to the 
neighborhood, the City has 
developed special regula-
tions for Home Occupations 

Signs: 
For Single-Family, Two-
family, and Multi-Family 
Dwellings—Name plates not 
to exceed one (1) square foot 
in area, shall be permitted for 
each dwelling unit; such name 
plates shall indicate nothing 
other than the name and/or ad-
dress of the occupants or 
premises. 



I N S P E C T I O N  

I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  C i t y  t o  

i s s u e  a  H o m e  O c c u p a t i o n  

p e r m i t ,  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  m u s t  

b e  d o n e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .   

L i s t e d  b e l o w  a r e  t h e  i t e m s  

w e  r e v i e w  d u r i n g  t h e s e  i n -

s p e c t i o n s :  

1) Area to be used for the business. 
(square footage) 

2) Off street parking spaces.  (# provid-
ed) 

3) Is the house number posted and visi-
ble from the street? 

4) Is the house equipped with smoke 
detectors? 

5) Is there a safe path of egress from 
the business area to the outside? 

A home occupation is a gainful 

occupation or profession conduct-

ed by persons residing on the 

premises and conducted entirely 

within the dwelling or its accesso-

ry buildings.  In connection with a 

home occupation, no stock in 

trade shall be displayed outside, 

and no alteration to any building 

shall indicate from the exterior 

that the building is being utilized 

in whole or in part for any purpose 

other than a residential unit, in-

cluding the utilization of a permit-

ted accessory building. 

Definition: 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :  

(a) The applicant must be the owner of the 
property on which the home occupation 
is to be located, or must have written ap-
proval of the owner of the property if the 
applicant is a tenant. 

  
(b) The home occupation shall be operated 

only by the persons residing on the prem-
ises and no article or service shall be sold 
or offered for sale except as may be pro-
duced by those residing on the premises. 

  
(c) The home occupation, when restricted to 

the main building, shall not occupy more 
than twenty-five (25) percent of the floor 
area within said building. 

  
(d) The home occupation shall not generate 

excessive traffic or produce obnoxious 
odors, glare, noise, vibration, electrical 
disturbance, radioactivity, or other condi-
tions detrimental to the character of the 
surrounding area, and in general, shall 
give no evidence of a nonresidential char-
acter of the use. 

  
(e) Additional off-street parking shall be pro-

vided at the rate of one (1) space for each 
one hundred twenty-five (125) square 
feet of space devoted to the home occu-
pation. 

  
(f) The dwelling should be equipped with 

working smoke detectors and have a 
clear, safe path of egress in case of an 
emergency. 
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