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Betsy Bell and Mary Gray Park History

The original 50-acre park was donated to the City in 1941 by Charles Catlett, who specified that "The
City of Staunton shall as far as is reasonably practicable and in its considered opinion advisable, and for
the common benefit of its citizens and inhabitants, keep and maintain the crest of the mountain as a
perpetual memorial..." of events in the past life of the community and in memory of its citizens who
have given their lives in protecting the nation.

Catlett further specified that the site be maintained in its natural state, that a "cross" cut out of the
woods along the crest be maintained, and that City Council visit the crest of Betsy Bell once each Spring
in remembrance of the gift. These requirements have been honored since the bequest. An additional 20
acres was acquired by the City through a donation from CSC Associates in 1995.



