
CITY OF STAUNTON 

116 West Beverley Street Douglas L. Guynn 

Post Office Box 58 City Attorney 
Staunton, VA 24401Direct Dial 540.332.3992 

Facsimile 540.332.3996 GuynnDL@ci.staunton.va.us 

VIRGINIA 

January 3, 2017 

HAND DELIVERED 

Thomas E. Roberts, Clerk 
Circuit Court of the City of Staunton 
P. 0. Box 58 
Staunton, VA 24402-0058 

Re: Staunton School Board's Petition for Writ of Special Election 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

On behalf of the City of Staunton School Board, I ask that you file the enclosed petition, 
with exhibits. I'll be glad to discuss the petition with Judge Ricketts whenever he would prefer. 
While I have already drafted a writ to grant the School Board's request, I thought it might be 

helpful if I met with him. 

I enclose an extra copy of the petition. I ask that you use it to provide us with a stamp­

filed copy for our records. 

Thank you. 

Douglas L. Guynn 

Filed in the Clerk's Office of the 
Circuit ~'9urt of the City of Staunton 
Date: //.s/11 

Enclosures Time: ~ (:L/QDl'Y'I Arn 
Tcste: J?: fJU ,· ____ ...._...__.....____......_::U,_._..t Clerk7 
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF STAUNTON 

INRE: 

PETITION FOR A WRIT OF ELECTION ) 

ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO ) 

FILL THE VACANCY ON THE SCHOOL ) No. 

BOARD OF THE CITY OF ) 

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. ) 


STAUNTON SCHOOL BOARD'S 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF SPECIAL ELECTION 


The School Board of the City of Staunton, Virginia, (the "School Board") petitions the 

Court to grant a Writ of Special Election regarding the recent vacancy on the School Board. In 

support of its Petition, the School Board, as verified through annexed affidavit of its Chairman, 

asserts and represents as follows: 

1. The School Board 1s an independent body corporate with authority and 

responsibility under Article VIII, Section 7 of the Virginia Constitution and Va. Code § 22.1-72, 

et seq., for the governance of the public schools in the City of Staunton Public Schools Division. 

2. The School Board is comprised of six members elected in accordance with the 

Code of Virginia and currently uncodified Ordinance adopted May 25, 1995, by the Staunton 

City Council. A copy of the ordinance is annexe~ and incorporated by reference as Exhibit A. 

3. A vacancy in office on the School Board has occurred as a result of the death of 

Joel Grogan on December 16, 2016, as referenced by the obituary annexed and incorporated by 

reference as Exhibit B. 

4. The term of the now-vacant office of Mr. Grogan's seat is a four-year term that 

expires June 30, 2020. 



5. Under Virginia law, once a vacancy arises, a majority of the remaining members 

of the School Board has forty-five ( 45) days to appoint an interim member to serve temporarily. 

See Va. Code§ 22.1-57.3; Va. Code§ 24.2-228. The interim member appointed by the School 

Board is to hold office only until the vacancy is filled by special election and the person elected 

has qualified following the next general election in the City of Staunton on May 8, 2018. See 

generally, Va. Code§ 24.2-228(A). 

6. The School Board intends to make an interim appointment pursuant to Va. Code § 

24.2-228, pending any other direction of the Court and an order of the Court concerning a special 

election pursuant to Va. Code § 24.2-226. 

7. At its January 2, 2017 meeting, the School Board authorized its Chairman to 

effect the filing of this Petition. 

8. The facts asserted in this Petition are verified by the Chairman of the School 

Board of the City of Staunton, Ronald Ramsey, by affidavit. Such affidavit is annexed and 

incorporated by reference as Exhibit C. 

WHEREFORE, the School Board respectfully requests that the Court grant the 

Petition for Writ of Special Election and order the Electoral Board of the City of Staunton, 

Virginia (the "Electoral Board"), to conduct a Special Election to fill the remaining portion of the 

term of the recently vacated School Board seat, such election to be held on the date of the City of 

Staunton's next general election on May 8, 2018, in the manner and at the places as would be 

executed for the general election to be conducted on that date; to order the Electoral Board and 

General Registrar to observe the directives set forth in Va. Code § 24.2-681, et seq., when 

conducting this Special Election; to order the Electoral Board to cause notice of this Special 

Election to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in this jurisdiction at least ten 
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(10) days before the Special Election; and otherwise to do all other things as prescribed by law to 

conduct such an election of a person to serve the portion of the remaining term of the office now 

vacant. 

SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
CITY OF STAUNTON, Petitioner 
by Counsel 

1 C-----r)- ­
Douglas L. Guynn (VSB # 19748) 

City Attorney and School Board Counsel 

116 W. Beverley Street 

Staunton, VA 22801 

(540) 332-3992 (telephone) 

(540) 851.4029 (facsimile) 

GuynnDL@ci.staunton.va.us 
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i .. -= . EXHIBIT·A 

~ 

All ORDIIIAIICB PaJVIDiaa !OR '!Ill: 
BLBC'l'IOII or-. or '1'liB 8CIIOOL BOARDr. or '111B CI'l'Y or ft'AUlft'OII, VIaGIDA, 

PURSUUT '1'0 A UnRBIIDUII APPROVIIIG '1'111 8AIIB 
11BLD OIi 110VB11BBR 8, 1994 

......_, OR Rovember 8, 1994, a refereridua ·was heid ln the City . 
of Staunton, Virginia, pursuant to section 22.1-42, Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended, in which a majority of those voting answered in the . 
affirmative to the following question: "Shall the methoc,! of selecting · 
the school board be changed from appointment by the governing body to 
direct election by-the votere?I', and. 

lllllltBAS, section 22. 1-57.3 of the Code of Virg.i.nla, 1950, as 
-ended, ·authorizes · the City Council of the City· of Staunton, 
Virgin1a, to provide for direct election by the voters of the lll8llblirs 
of the school board of the City of Staunton, Virginia, in a manner 
here and below set forth, 

.., inanmrou, :8* ff . OIIDA:hnm · BY '1'HB Couilci·l of the City. of 
Staunton, Virginia, that the following be adopted as a new section-of 
the City Code to provide for the direct election of' school board 
aelll>ers by the voters: . 

. . 1. The initial elected school boar:d shall be coapo•ed of the 
r'wame nwaber of members as the appointed board it replaces, to-wit, six 
\. (6) members, to be elected froa the qualified voters at large, all 

such ll8Jlbers to be residents of the City of Staunton. 

2. The term of· offlee of a acbool board 111811ber ahall ·be . for · 
four (4) years except that all elections to f 111 vacancies shall be 
for the unexpired term of -the vacant office. 

3. At the aunicipal election to be held tn·Nay, 1191, and evei:y 
four (4) years thereafter, three ( 3) . City school board 11811bers · shall 
be elected from the City at large, who shall serve for a tera of four 
( 4) years. At the municipal election to be held in Nay, 1998, and 
every four (4) years thereafter, three (3) City school board llellbers 
ahall be elected from the City at large, who shall serve for a term of 
four (4) years. . Municipal elections shall be held and conducted at 
the time and in the manner provided for by the laws of tbe 
comaonwealth of Virginill made and- provided therefor. The persona
elected as school board ll8llbers shall take office on July 1 of the 
year in which they are elected. 

4. A vacancy in the offl~e of a school boud • .,.r ahall be 
filled pursuant to Sections 24'.2-226 and ·24.2-22"7 of the Code · of 
Virginia, 1950, as aaended. 

· 5. Any person qualified to vote ·1n the City of Staunton and a 
~na fide resident of the City shall be eligible to be a 11911ber of the 

·school board. . 

,'. ·"': 
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6. Compensation for school board members shall be as prescribed('pY law. 

7. In accordance with section 22.1-57.3(C) of the Code of 
Virginia, 1950 as amended, the present members of the school board 
shall continue in office until the elections provided for in paragraph 
3 hereof have been conducted and their successors have been elected 
and installed in office on the following schedule: 

a. The board positions presently held by Pamela Huggins 
and Michael D. Norris, or their appointed replacements, shall 
remain in office until June 30, 1996. 

b. one of the board positions presently held by Williaa 
L. Vaughn and Robert R. Robinson, which expire June 30, 1996, 
shall expire on June 30, 1996, determined by a drawing held by 
the City Electoral Board at least ten ( 10) days prior to the 
last day for a person to qualify as a school board member 
candidate. The term of the position held by the person not so 
drawn shall continue until June 30, 1998. 

c. The board positions presently held by Jaaes w. Smiley, 
Jr. , and Walter J. Obenschain, which expire on June 30, 1997, 
shall be extended to June 30, 1998. 

r\!!!RODUCBD OR FIRST READIBG: April 27, 1995 
\.,_.,JWUPTED: May 25, 19 9 5 

,_.,EFFECTIVE DATE: May 25, 1995 

ATTEST: 
Acting Clerk 
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and loving wife of 48 
years, Linda (Parrott)
Grogan; two children, 
Jason Grogan of At­
lanta, GA and Lia (Gro­
gan) Craft and husband, 
Robert of Waynesboro; 
grandchildren, Cam­
eron Grogan, Blake 
Grogan, Kieran Grogan, 
Lily Hines and Jackson 
Hines; siblings, Hal Gro­
gan and wife, Crawford 
of Falls Church, VA, 
the Hon. Nan Grogan · 
Orrock of Atlanta, GA, 
Molly Waldrop and hus­
band, Rev. Russ Waldrop 
of Waynesboro, and Dan 
Grogan and wife, Bar­
bara of Charlottesville; 
as well as a number of 
nieces, nephews and 
friends. 
A memorial service 

will be held at 11:00 am 
on Thursday, Dec. 22 at 
the Unitarian Universal­
ist Fellowship, 565 Pine 
Avenue, Waynesboro,
Vrrginia, with the Rev. 
Paul Oakley officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends following the ser­
vice at the church. 
In lieu of flowers, me­

morial contributions 
may be made in Jody's
memory to the Augusta 
Health Foundation, c/o 
Hospice of the Shen­
andoah, P.O. Box 1000, 
Fishersville, VA 22939 or 
the Unitarian Universal­
ist Fellowship, 565 Pine 
Ave., Waynesboro, VA 
22980. 
Relatives and friends 

may share condolences 
and memories with the 
family online by visiting 
www.reynoldshamrick
funeralhomes.com. 

Events Calendar son Shinaberry S • 
e:21•Rockingham ervices MONDAY, DEC. 19 

Basic Shotokan techniques: 5:30-6:30 p.m. with. instructor Ivani Lee University's mately prevented her,.,_,..ft_ m..- ,, ~-ft- ...n_..,n~...,,4+,.,,. ~---· FollowiTUl are death notices P...:ir An.,.; 7 and nldPr. Coo, '45 oer month for one class. 160 oer 
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EXHIBIT C 


AFFIDAVIT 

I, Ronald Ramsey, after having been duly sworn, state that I serve as Chairman of the City 

of Staunton School Board, and the facts alleged in the Staunton School Board's Petition for Writ 

of Special Election are true to the best ofmy knowledge and belief. 

STATE OF VIRGINIA 

CITY OF STAUNTON 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3rd day of January 2017, by Ronald Ramsey. 

· Notary Pubhc - ID# 7f0-3t/37 

My commission expires: __<!'_·_'3_1_·._l,,__f____ 




