Queen Miller Home
Virginia Historical Highway
Marker Discussion

Staunton City Council Work Session — November 14,
2024



Ms. Moonyene Jackson is requesting city support for the
consideration of a Virginia Historical Highway Marker
along W. Beverley Street to share the history of the Queen

Miller Home

The Historical Highway Marker program is managed by the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Quarterly application process for marker consideration

VDHR uses an evaluation/scoring process to select 5
markers per application cycle f

MONTGOMERY HALL
PARK

| Montgomery Hall Park a munic
“ a
‘! African Americans during the uq:peglntl':;:'k e::r
ogcne-d on 4 July 1947, gl‘lm Rev. T. J. Jemison
of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, an _African
CAl!:erlc.n community leader, persuaded Staunton
. ity Council to purchase about 150 acres for
Hlle project. The land had been part of John
| Howe Peyton's Montgomery Hall plantation,
established early in the 19th century. A committee
| of African American citizens appointed by City

: Council managed the Park, which feat
swimming pool, bowling alley, and plcnl:.f:clifl‘:ue:




- Application requires a letter of support from the city
indicating our willingness to install and maintain the
marker

- Application must suggest a suitable marker location

- Application must indicate a sponsor to cover the cost of
the marker. Marker manufacturer bills the sponsor
directly (approximately $3,500 for marker and post)
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Location Consideration




Questions for Consideration

- The Staunton/Augusta County
African American Research Socie
has developed an informational
marker (similar as shown here).
Current plans are to install at |
Montgomery Hall Park

figure in the community, and the funeral home was
a place of safety.

Staunton History of

African American Business Communj¢
Kenneth L. Jones Funeral Home (1946-2006) y

One of Staunton's most outstand-  His brother, Oscar Jones, assisted with the busi-
ing African American business  ness from the beginning. Oscar and his wife, Alice
establishments was the Kenneth  A. Jones, were graduates of Eckels School of
L. Jones Funeral Home. Bom  Embalmingin Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They were
on December 1, 1905, Mr. Jones  both licensed embalmers and funeral directors.

received his license as a funeral

director in December 1945. The
Kenneth L. Jones Funeral Home
was founded on January 1, 1946. He was the sole

The original location of the funeral home was at 14
Quarry Street. The business moved to this build-
ing on North Augusta Street, constructed by J. B.
. Wine and Son Contractors, on December 5, 1949,
le:!er of the business for 49 years, and provided The North Augusta Street building served as both
burial services for over 3,000 people. Mr. Jones mortuary and residence with a full basement for
. was the son of the late William Elmore Jones and 4 qitional work space.
o, e i tns Lucy Lee Smith Jones. He and his wife, Emma
funeral home with his beloved Mustang, was the first Black Vi 006
i Teyior HE JONEh NES S G dass,  TPatmeEiomeimaNec R SN ISER 4
iving substanti nations to charit fe love ntertain 3 g 1
and giving substantial donations to charity. Ho loved to ent disd/on Deceriber-, 2004 st the age GFE9: to McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc. The McCutcheon
and Jones Funeral Home continues to operate in

and travel
Waynesboro, Virginia.

Funeral “parlors” were among the first businesses

=
g

1t was common practice for African
Americans 1o convert the bottom floor of
their private home into a funeral home,
‘which were then popularly called “Funeral
Parlors” This 1950's photograph shows
the Jones Funeral Home, which was built
with the mortuary on the bottom floor and.
the residence above.

- Does City Council support the marker application and
willingness for Public Works to install and maintain the
marker?

- |Is the City willing to act as the marker sponsor to pay for
the project in full or partially?



