


Where are we?

The Rita S. Wilson Council Chambers
 November 12, 2020 Council Chambers was 

publicly dedicated as the Rita S. Wilson 
Council Chambers.

 Ms. Wilson was Staunton’s first black 
councilwoman, serving from 1991-2008, a 
portion of that time as vice mayor.

https://youtu.be/VbfIMLamoHE

https://youtu.be/VbfIMLamoHE


 Settled in 1732
 Incorporated in 1871 as a city
 Just over 25,750 population (2020 Census)
 Land area = 19.98 sq. miles
 11 colleges and universities within 35 miles
 Five historic districts, 31 buildings listed in National 

and Virginia Registry
 Birthplace of Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the 

United States
 Birthplace of the Council-Manager form of 

Government

Fun Facts!



 Council-Manager form is predominant 
form of local government in Virginia and 
the United States

 Council-Manager form in all Virginia 
cities, except Richmond

 More than half of cities with over 100K 
population

History of City Management
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 Appointed, not elected, based on training and 
experience

 ICMA Credentialed Manager 
 Serves at the pleasure of governing body
 Carries out City Council policies and directives
 Acts as Council’s chief advisor
 Supervises department heads
 Recommends plans and annual budget
 Anticipates, avoids and adjusts
 Handles contracting 
 Oversees all employment functions

What Does a City Manager Do?





FY 2026 General Fund Revenue

FY 2026 General Fund Budget
$79.8M

FY 2026 General Fund Expenditures
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Our Vision: A culturally rich, historic city with an exciting 
future of innovation, growth and resilience.

You belong here!

Infrastructure
This strategic area focuses on the foundational and physical 
framework, utility systems, and transportation network that 
supports the City of Staunton.

Economic Development
This strategic area affirms City Council's commitment enhancing 
the economic well-being and quality of life for the City of 
Staunton through attracting new industries in target areas and 
supporting the expansion and retention of existing businesses. 
This area also addresses housing and quality of life needs 
required to attract and retain a qualified workforce. 

Responsive, Efficient Government
This strategic area focuses on the ways in which the city 
provides services, attracts and grows its employees, and fulfills 
City Council’s goals.

West End
This strategic area indicates City Council's commitment to 
providing resources to Staunton's West End, to promote this 
community as an upcoming and vibrant area that has diverse 
business opportunities and great potential for economic 
growth.

Built Environment
This strategic area focuses on the city facilities owned and 
maintained by the City, with an eye on not only what is needed 
in the current environment but in the future as city space 
needs evolve and change.

Strategic Areas



www.staunton.va.us/StauntonPlan

West End:  West End 
Revitalization Plan

Infrastructure:  Gardner Springs 
Pump Station

Responsive, Efficient 
Government:  
Employee of the Year

Built Environment:  J&DR District Court

Economic Development: 
Staunton Crossing Economic 

Development: Small 
Business Support

Infrastructure:  
Staunton 
Crossing Water 
Tank



Monthly Activity Report
Available online at www.staunton.va.us/activity-reports



A Day In the Life of a City 
Manager……


	Slide Number 1
	Where are we?
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Council-Manager Form of Government
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

