
Notes From Friends
Newsletter from the Friends of the Staunton Library

What a great start to a new
year! We are excited to
share highlights from

this winter season as we look for-
ward to another wonderful year of
programs.

Children’s Department
Highlights

● Our children’s programmers,
Brenda Sutton and Martha
Tillen, continue to provide more
than six in-house Storytime pro-
grams each week, in addition to
regular outreach programs at lo-
cal elementary schools and day-
care centers. There are also
weekly afternoon programs for
K-5 students.

● Culture4MyKids, Inc., a Rich-
mond nonprofit and dance
troupe that celebrates African
American culture, performed
January 17 at the Library.
Thanks to the Friends for spon-
soring this performance.

● Pokémon Hangout, a new pro-
gram for kids in grades 3-6, av-
erages 15 participants every
other week.

● The Juvenile Fiction collection
was thoroughly “weeded” to
provide more room for new ad-
ditions to the collection. Now
it’s on to Juvenile Nonfiction!

Teen Department
Highlights

● The Youth Services Librarian,
Lizzy Hill, runs regular teen pro-
grams, such as our Teen Adviso-
ry Board (TAB) and Anime
Club. TAB currently has 11 “ac-
tive” members; about 7 mem-
bers attend each TAB meeting.
Anime Club consistently hosts

10 to 15 teenagers on a bi-week-
ly basis.

● A new teen book group, Graphic
Novel Book Group, celebrates
the awesome YA Graphic Novel
collection at the Staunton Public
Library. About 6 students have
attended each meeting so far.

● Teens enjoyed a night of chal-
lenges and puzzles at our Spy
Academy on January 11.

● Teens volunteered a total of
30.75 hours in January, shelving
in YA and helping prepare for
Harry Potter Book Night on Feb-
ruary 2.

● Harry Potter Book Night was a
great success! We had more than
170 guests of all ages attend our
fun, family-friendly event.
Guests enjoyed crafts, treats,
games, and activities related to
our favorite wizard. We can’t
wait to do it again next year!
More thanks to the Friends for
supporting this activity.

Lizzy Hill,
Youth Services Librarian
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Catching up with the Youth Services Department

Book Sale Dates
March 28th Tuesday Preview night from
6-8:30 p.m. Friends may join at the door.

● Wednesday March 29, from 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
● Thursday  March 30, 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
● Friday March 31st 9, a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
● Saturday April 1st 9, a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
● Saturday is bag day. Fill a bag for $3. After 1 p.m. books

are free to students, teachers, and nonprofits.

Sunday April 2
 1 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.

Sunday is bag day. Fill a bag for $1.
Books are free to students, teachers,
and nonprofits.
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On the subject of writing, there has been
much passed down from both the wise
and the foolish. The best and brightest

have had opportunity to be both.

Writing, to me, is simply thinking through my
fingers.

~ Isaac Asimov

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready
man; and writing an exact man.

~  Francis Bacon

Either write something worth reading or do
something worth writing.

~ Benjamin Franklin

People ask me if there are going to be stories of
Harry Potter as an adult. Frankly, if I wanted to,

I could keep writing stories until Harry is a
senior citizen, but I don't know how many people
would actually want to read about a 65 year old
Harry still at Hogwarts playing bingo with Ron

and Hermione.

~ J. K. Rowling

Science fiction is any idea that occurs in the head
and doesn't exist yet, but soon will, and will
change everything for everybody, and nothing

will ever be the same again. As soon as you have
an idea that changes some small part of the

world you are writing science fiction. It is always
the art of the possible, never the impossible.

~ Ray Bradbury

The Scripturient Stauntonian

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
OF THE STAUNTON LIBRARY

All Memberships run January 1 to December 31

Name                                                                                             Date
Address                                                                                          Phone
City                                              State            Zip                Email

Is this a new membership? (Check one)  YES  NO
Please Select the Type of Membership (check one)
 Individual $10.00 Family 15.00  Contributor 25.00  Individual Lifetime Membership $150.00
 

The Friends need Active members! Please help us by indicating your interest below.

Book Sales Newsletter Special Library Events Staff Appreciation A Little Lunch Music
Book Sale Express Talking Books Volunteer � Board Member Membership

� None Right Now

Scripturient:
Adj. Having a compelling urge to write.

Th is year, 2022, is beginning to look like what we might call “normal life.” Pandemic restrictions are 
diminishing in our community, state, and nation. We have all missed gathering in person, but now 
we hope to return to enjoy some of the Friends of the Library activities. To keep current when you 
visit, please check out our new bulletin board near the “books for sale” shelves in the main library 
reading room. We will try to keep current information posted there. 

In this newsletter, you will read about some anticipated changes and some special dates. Th ere are 
articles describing book collection and sales, new waivers for volunteers required by the city, and 
ideas about how you might help improve our aging library. A big change is that this newsletter will 
“go digital” soon. And so, read on to discover the latest, and please encourage your friends to become 
Friends. Lifetime membership is tax-exempt so consider that as well when you renew. And let us 
know if you might consider helping with board work. As always, thanks very much for your support!
- Kennon Bowen - President

The first collection dates for book donations are April 21 & 22 and April 28 & 29 from 10:00 
until noon in the library parking lot. Volunteers will assist you with unloading if needed.

  Spring 2022

A Message from the President

 
Fal l  2022 Book Sa le  a t  Gypsy  Hi l l  Gym  

Monday,  October  3  i s  the  s e t  up  day  (10 :00  -  5 :00) 
Monday,  October  3  f rom 5 :00-7 :00  pm wi l l  be  prev i ew n ight  ( fo r  Member s  on ly ) 
Tuesday  thru  Thursday  a re  s a l e  days  open  to  the  communi ty  f rom 9a .m.  -  7  p.m.
Fr iday  sa l e  day  i s  9a .m.  t i l l  11 :30  a .m.   Doors  c lo se  a t  noon.  
Give  aways  wi l l  be  f rom noon on  Fr iday  unt i l  a l l  i s  packed  up, 
wi th  the  except ion  o f  the  be t t e r  books  t ab le .  P l ea se  br ing  your 
own bags  o r  boxes  fo r  your  i t ems .
 
I f  you  would  l ike  to  vo luntee r,  p l ea se  s i gn  up  now. 
Cal l ,  e-mai l ,  o r  text  me  to  he lp  s e t  up,  t ea r  down,  pack  or  unpack , 
work  the  door,  s t r a ighten  a  t ab le  a f t e r  i t ’s  been  rummaged ,  s i t 
a t  the  vo luntee r  t ab le  o r  s e l l .  We wi l l  p rov ide  lunch ,  dr inks 
and  snacks  on  se t  up  day,  p lus  p i z za  on  Fr iday,  so  you  won’t  go 
wi thout .  PLUS. . . you’ l l  be  meet ing  and  hang ing  out  wi th  some o f 
the  be s t  fo lk s  in  Staunton !

Bonnie  Gof f  540-457-7005 ( text )  or  bonbons_101@hotmai l . com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
FRIENDS OF THE STAUNTON LIBRARY

All Memberships run from January 1 thru December 31.

      Name ________________________________________________ Date __________________________

     Address ______________________________________________ Phone __________________________

     City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________ Email _______________________________

                               � is information will not be shared with any other organizations or businesses. 
    
     Is this a new membership?  Yes __________     No __________
     Please select the type of membership:
     ____ Individual $10.00      _____Family $25.00      _____ Couple $15.00  
     ____ Individual Lifetime Membership $150.00       _____ Couples Lifetime Membership $250.00
  
     � e Friends need active members! Please help us by indicating your interest below:
     ____ Book Sales    ____Newsletter    ____Special Library Events     ____Sta�  Appreciation 
     ____ A Little Lunch Music   ____Book Sale Express   ____Talking Books Volunteer   ____Membership
     ____ Board Member   ____ None Right Now



War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy 
(Great Books 51: 030 G). 
This classic is a sweeping 
saga of Russia during the 
Napoleonic Wars, as well 
as a deeply personal search 
for meaning and fulfillment. 
Tolstoy focuses on the 
thoughts and feelings of 
his characters, allowing the 
reader to experience their 
lives. Don’t just read history 
but live it as you walk the 
streets of Moscow, visit the 

Emperor’s court in Petersburg, and find love, inner peace, 
and hope.          

This Tender Land, William 
Kent Krueger (F). Albert has 
a gift for all things mechanical; 
Emmy has fits and visions; 
Mose needs to discover his 
Sioux heritage; Odie plays 
harmonica and tells stories. 
These orphans escape a brutal 
Indian Training School and 
travel down the Mississippi 
River among other lost souls 
of the Great Depression, a 
journey of adventure, coming 

of age, and quest for belonging and home.

             

The Glass Hotel, Emily St. 
John Mandel (F). 
“Why don’t you swallow 
broken glass?” A cryptic 
message scrawled on a hotel 
window sets off a series of 
unintended consequences, 
and the lives of seemingly 
unconnected characters 
intersect in this adroit and 
intriguing novel of extravagant 
wealth, fraud, poverty, and 
survival. And if you’re in the 
mood, read Mandel’s earlier, 
“futuristic” novel, Station Eleven, set in the aftermath of a 
pandemic.

Bibliophile, An Illustrated 
Miscellany, Jane Mount 
(028.9M). Here are 
illustrations and lists for people 
who love books. Open to any 
page for a little gem: famous 
fictional meals, bookstore 
cats, beautiful books, writers’ 
workspaces, parts of a 
book, notable libraries and 
bookstores, recommendations 
in all genres, and more. Look 
for your favorite book and 
discover a new one.            

Book  Bri e f s
By Ann Oakes

Fr iends of  the Staunton L ibrary  Board
 

Ke n n o n  B o we n ,  P r e s i d e nt ;  L i n d a  C h a p m a n ,  P r e s i d e nt- E l e c t ;  Ka re n  L a n d e rs ,  S e c r e ta r y ;  D e b o ra h  Patto n , 
Tr e a s u r e r ;  J o yc e  S h e l e n b e rge r,  Pa st- P r e s i d e nt ;  S u s a n  A r n o l d ,  Ta m my  B a ke r,  J e r r y  B r ya nt ,  F ra n c i  Fe rg u s o n , 

B o n n i e  G o f f,  G a i l  H a n ge r,  J o y  I n g ra m ,  J o A n n  T i ge r t . 

The Talking Book Center is proud to be partnering with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s new pilot program 
that makes iBill Currency Readers more accessible to qualified residents. iBill Currency Readers are devices that 
allow blind and low vision community members to distinguish the differences between paper currency. Currently 
this free device is available through the BEP’s national U.S. Currency Reader Program, but the pilot program will 
allow the TBC to maintain a supply of the devices to distribute immediately to qualifying patrons. In addition to 
the iBill pilot program, free refreshable braille display e-readers will be available to registered patrons as part of a 
new national initiative. As these devices are sometimes costly, they will be provided for free to patrons who request 
them, removing barriers to affordability and promoting literacy for all! - Ilia Desjardins, TBC Supervisor

A  C a l l  t o  A c t i o n ! 

The documentary American Creed, in which acclaimed novelist, Junot Diaz, describes the influence a library 
and a librarian had on his life. He values the fact that a library serves everyone: the rich, the poor, the old, the 
young, all races and religions. No one is turned away. Libraries are important equalizers in any community. But 
our aging library building [as you know, it’s a former school] has never been reconfigured to support all that it 
is called to do. And, there are other needed improvements which will help our library be better-suited to serve 
everyone in the 21st century.  

So how can you support our library? You can write letters to our representatives in Congress,  to our Virginia 
assembly,  and to our own City Council. Encourage them to support legislation that will honor Junot Diaz’s vision.  
When you hear of pending legislation that affects our libraries grab your laptop and communicate!

Vo l u n t e e r s  n e e d e d ! 

 
After several quiet years due to COVID, the Friends are eager to rejuvenate our volunteer program. 
We are in need of helpers to assist with the collection and sorting of donated books and media in 
preparation for the fall book sale. Because the volunteer program was suspended for so long, we 
are asking all new and returning volunteers to complete an application and waiver of liability so 
that we have all of the most updated contact and emergency contact information for each person. 
 

Drop us an email at:  folstauntonpubliclibrary@gmail.com to join our team!

After much consideration the Friends of the Staunton Library have decided to GO DIGITAL with the 
newsletter! There are a number of reasons why we have made this decision, the least of which is the 
skyrocketing price of paper and postage, not to mention the inconsistencies of USPS delivery. We 
also feel it is important to go green for the environment. We will still print a few paper copies of the 
newsletter and will have them available at the Staunton library for those that do not have internet access.  

With that said, this September please keep an eye on your email for your fall newsletter. This will include 
information about the upcoming book sale as well as the annual meeting, both of which will be in October. 
Be sure to check your SPAM folder if you do not receive it by mid- to late-September. Please feel free to 
notify us at folstauntonpubliclibrary@gmail.com with any changes to your email address so that you can stay 
connected with us!


