














 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WHEREAS,  our nation was founded on the principle of equal rights for all people, 
but the fulfillment of this promise has been long in coming for many 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS,  the historical riot at Stonewall in New York City on June 28, 1969 is 
recognized as the beginning of the modern-day LGBTQ+ civil rights 
movement and, as a result, June has been celebrated as LGBTQ+ Pride 
Month nationwide for over 50 years; and 

WHEREAS,  everyone should be able to live without fear of prejudice, 
discrimination, violence, and hatred based on race, ethnicity, religion, 
class, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, mental, or physical 
disability; and 

WHEREAS,  the fabric of our community is strengthened when we center the values 
of equity, justice, diversity, acceptance, inclusion, and kindness, not 
only during this month of recognition, but throughout the year; and 

WHEREAS,  Staunton has a diverse LGBTQ+ community and is committed to 
uplifting the voices and dignity for all people in the community; and 

WHEREAS,  the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center of Staunton, Virginia was established 
in July 2018 by Christopher Wood to address the unique challenges 
faced by the rural LGBTQ+ community, strengthening it through 
advocacy, education programs, and safe spaces; and 

WHEREAS,  consistent with the efforts of the Center, the City of Staunton strives to 
be a community where everyone is celebrated for our differences, 
rather than limited by what might divide us. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by Staunton City Council that the 
month of June 2026, is hereby designated as 
 

LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
 

in the City of Staunton, and Council honors the Shenandoah LGBTQ Center and their work 
to serve the LGBTQ+ community, encourages the citizens of Staunton to celebrate our 
diverse community, and join in celebrating the resiliency of LGBTQ+ people of all ages. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the city to be 
affixed, adopted this 28th day of May, 2026.  
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