
Work Session Agenda 
 Staunton City Council  

Caucus Room 
September 26, 2019 

 5:00 p.m. 
 

  Invocation/Moment of Silence—Holmes 
 

5:00 p.m. 
 

1. Consideration of Work Session and Regular 
Meeting Agendas 
 

5:05 p.m. 
 

2.  Update Concerning Evaluation of Water Supply 
 

5:25 p.m. 
 

3. & B Discussion of Staunton Crossing Economic 
Development Business Plan 
 

5:35 p.m. 
 

4. & C   Discussion of Resolution for the Benefit of 
Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission 
 

5:45 p.m. 
 

5. & D Discussion of Resolution Establishing the 
Percentage of Relief at 37% for Purposes of the 
Personal Property Tax Relief Act (PPTRA) 
 

5:55 p.m. 
 

6. & E Discussion of an Ordinance to Vacate Utility and 
Sanitary Sewer Easements and to Accept the 
Dedication of New Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater 
Easements within Augusta Terrace Subdivision  
 

6:05 p.m. 
 

7. Presentation and Discussion of Gypsy Hill Golf 
Course Survey 
 

6:20 p.m.  Break 
 

6:30 p.m. 
 

8. Closed Meeting for: (a) Discussion or Consideration 
of the Possible Disposition of Publicly Held Real 
Property(ies) or Interests in Real Property(ies), 
Where Discussion in an Open Meeting Would 
Adversely Affect the Bargaining Position or 
Negotiating Strategy; and (b) Consultation with 



Legal Counsel for Necessary Legal-Related Advice 
and Discussion Pertaining to (i) Specific Land Use 
and Zoning Matters; and (ii) a Claim Involving a 
Former Employee of One of the City’s Departments 
or Agencies 
 

7:15 p.m.  Break 

 



Regular Meeting Agenda 
Staunton City Council 

Council Chambers 
September 26, 2019 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor’s Report  

 Proclamation—Staunton Music Festival 

Additional Items by Members of Council 

Approval of Minutes 

 Work Session and Regular Meeting of September 12, 2019 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

A. Presentation on Sister City Viseu du Sus, Romania 
 

B. Consideration of Staunton Crossing Economic Development 
Business Plan 
 

C. Consideration of Resolution for the Benefit of Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Airport Commission 
 

D. Consideration of Resolution Establishing the Percentage of Relief 
at 37% for Purposes of the Personal Property Tax Relief Act 
(PPTRA) 
 

E. Consideration of an Ordinance to Vacate Utility and Sanitary Sewer 
Easements and to Accept the Dedication of New Sanitary Sewer 
and Stormwater Easements within Augusta Terrace Subdivision  
 

Matters from the City Manager 

Matters from the Public 

Adjournment 

 



 
 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
City Council 

 

 
Item # 
 

 
1 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
City Council 

 
Council Vision:  

 
Responsive, Efficient Government 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Work Session and Regular Meeting Agendas 

 
Background: Consistent with Procedural Memorandum No. 3, attached are draft meeting 
agendas for City Council’s consideration and for approval as Council prefers. 
 
Suggested Motion: I move to approve the Work Session agenda and the Regular Meeting 
agenda [as presented] [with the following changes: as to the Work Session, the addition/deletion 
of __________; as to the Regular Session, the addition/deletion of __________]. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
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Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Staff Members: 

 
Tom Sliwoski 

Dave Irvin 
 

 
Item # 
 

 
2 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
Public Works 

 
Council Vision: 

 
Built Environment 
Resilience 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Evaluation of Water Supply 

 
 
Background: The Gardner Spring pump station was developed in 1949, and expanded in 1951. 
An intake from the Middle River was added in 1974, with other improvements later made in 
1988. Very minor upgrades have been made to the station over the years.  Gardner Spring itself 
has proven to be a very reliable, high-quality water source for the City. 
 
The consulting firm of Wiley|Wilson was commissioned in 2002, to conduct an evaluation of the 
North River raw waterline, the reservoirs in the George Washington National Forest, the 
Gardner Spring pump station, and the spring itself.  This resulted in the first major upgrade of 
the water treatment plant in 2004, followed by the first ever pigging (cleaning) of the North River 
raw water line in 2007, along with other minor improvements.  
 
As the pump station and its associated systems have been in place for 70 years, reliability, 
survivability and redundancy need to be addressed.  Wiley|Wilson was again commissioned in 
October 2016, to evaluate the water supply, focusing specifically on Gardner Spring, the pump 
station, the raw waterline, Middle River and other groundwater sources, with respect to reliability 
and future growth. That evaluation is completed, and Wiley|Wilson will brief Council on the firm’s 
findings, recommendations and priorities. 
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The major recommendation is to upgrade the Gardner Spring pump station, including removing 
it from the flood plain, upgrading pumps, providing emergency back-up power, and constructing 
the first phase of a parallel line into the water treatment plant. The construction cost of this 
project, estimated at $6.0 million, is identified in the City’s FY2022 Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) Water Fund.  Wiley|Wilson also recommends that a groundwater water source evaluation 
study be conducted (FY2022 CIP), and exploratory groundwater source wells drilled (FY2023 
CIP).  
 
Based on the recommendations of Wiley|Wilson, Public Works will be issuing a request for 
proposals (RFP) for qualified engineering firms to perform a preliminary engineering report 
(PER), which will be submitted to the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) Office of Drinking 
Water for approval. The PER is currently funded in the FY2020 budget. This RFP will also 
include provisions for the successful bidder to take the PER to final design (after approval by 
VDH), and to provide engineering services during the pre- and final- bid process and during 
construction.  Funding for these actions will be requested in the FY2021 budget. 
 
City Manager’s Recommendation: Not applicable. 
 
Suggested Motion: Not applicable. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Staff Member: 

 
Billy Vaughn  

Item # 
 

 
3 & B 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
Economic Development 

 
Council Vision: 
 

 
Economic Development 

 
Subject: 

 
Staunton Crossing Economic Development Business 
Plan 
 

 
Background: As the City continues its efforts to make the remaining 275 acres of Staunton 
Crossing more marketable for economic development, the Timmons Group’s Economic 
Development team was engaged to prepare a business plan to determine how to best capitalize 
on the City’s recent momentum and recommend next steps for the development. 
 
City leaders and staff participated in a dynamic stakeholders’ meeting on November 8, 2018, to 
discuss business goals, alternative land use plans, infrastructure priorities and potential next 
steps.  Timmons Group presented the consolidated results of that day at a second stakeholders’ 
meeting on December 13, 2018.  At this second meeting, which was expanded to include 
representatives of local colleges and universities, Staunton City Schools, local developers, and 
representatives of local utility companies, Buckingham Branch Railroad and the Virginia 
Department of Transportation, Timmons Group presented the consolidated results of the first 
meeting and invited comments from the participants.  During January 2019, a survey was 
distributed to attendees of both meetings. 
 
At Council’s work session on February 28, 2019, Tim Davey of Timmons Group presented the 
results and conclusions from the stakeholders’ meetings and the survey, and provided 
recommendations for next steps. 
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On March 14, 2019, Mr. Davey presented the final plan to the board of directors of the Staunton 
Economic Development Authority (EDA), and at City Council’s work session later that same date, 
the final plan was presented to Council.  At that time, staff recommended the plan be scheduled 
for consideration by both bodies on a future date. 
 
During the EDA board meeting on April 25, 2019, staff recommended adoption of the final report.  
Following discussion, members voiced a number of concerns about the report and requested that 
Mr. Davey attend a future meeting.  At the meeting of the EDA board on August 22, 2019, Mr. 
Davey addressed the board’s questions and concerns, and following the discussion, the board 
voted to approve the plan without changes.  The motion also included a recommendation that 
Council approve the plan. 
 
A summary of the business plan is attached to this briefing.  Hard copies of the complete 
document were previously distributed to Council at its work session on March 14, 2019; it can be 
viewed online at https://www.stauntonbusiness.com/home/showdocument?id=6320.   
 

Attachment: 
  
Attachment 1—Summary of the Staunton Crossing Business Plan 
 
City Manager’s Recommendation: Approve the Staunton Crossing Economic Development 
Business Plan. 
  
Suggested Motion: I move to approve the Staunton Crossing Economic Development Business 
Plan, as presented. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
 

 

https://www.stauntonbusiness.com/home/showdocument?id=6320
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An Economic Development Business Plan 
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SUMMARY 

Timmons Group has completed its report and findings for the 
Staunton Crossing Economic Development Business Plan. 
The full report describes a conceptual Master Plan for the 
City owned real estate and a Business Plan approach to 
ensuring that Staunton Crossing achieves its highest 
potential value to the City of Staunton. 
 
Master Plan 
 
Three important stakeholder sessions were conducted to solicit input for Staunton Crossing through a kickoff 
work session, an interim status/progress work session, and an on-line survey.  The full Report shows the 
results of the input sessions and how Timmons Group combined that valuable input with land planning best 
practices to recommend a conceptual Master Plan.  The full report describes the planning priorities important in 
crafting the final land use options to build the business plan around. The planning priorities included: 
 

1. Existing Projects already underway 
2. Topography and Environmental Constraints 
3. Land Use Alternatives to achieve highest potential value 
4. Transportation/Traffic Constraints 
5. Sewer, Water, Power, Natural Gas Infrastructure Efficiency  
6. Extensive Stakeholder Feedback/Input 

 
The results of the Master Plan establish a vision that can potentially produce 1.9 million square feet of 
economic development and over 3,000 quality jobs in Staunton Crossing.  More importantly, the Business Plan 
establishes targets of how much annual tax revenue and potential for jobs might result for the City.   
 
Business Plan Recommendations 
 
The report includes ten recommendations to make Staunton Crossing attractive to Economic Development 
prospects and improve the chances for landing target businesses within the development. The ten 
recommendations include important initiatives the City has already set in motion over the past few years.  The 
full report builds on that momentum and recommends others that will capitalize on the City’s investment and 
best position Staunton Crossing for success over the next 24 months.   The ten recommendations are: 
 

1. Demolish Existing Buildings  
 

The City’s plan to demolish the old Western State buildings is critically imporant. The City should 
employ consultants and contractors that can complete the work quickly and cost-effectively and 
capitalize on a public relations opportunity that provides better visibility for Staunton Crossing.  
 

2. Build new VDOT Road   
 

The City’s efforts to secure grant funding for this road is exemplary, and staff should coordinate 
construction of central parkway through property in a way that opens every land bay to 
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development. The City should be proactive in ensuring completion of project in reasonable 
timeframes as delays in this stage could delay marketing and dealmaking for Staunton Crossing. 
 

3. Brownfields Grant Funding    
 

The City has recently secured grant funding from the Virginia Brownfields Restoration and 
Economic Redevelopment Fund. Timmons Group recommends completing this process and 
providing the matching funds necessary to assist with demolition proposed in #1 above. 
 

4. Return On Investment Analysis      $50,000-$70,000 
 

Timmons Group recommends completing an analysis that can be used to track the Return on 
Investment (ROI) through the life of this project.  The report will help ensure that all investments 
proposed in securing economic development prospects provide an acceptable return to the City.  
The analysis can also take into consideration previous investments and timing expectations before 
any construction is commenced using City dollars. 
 

5. Tier 4 Site Readiness Certification     (see below) 
 

Tier 4 Site Readiness will ensure that the City’s property is fully embraced by the Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership (VEDP) and other economic development marketing arms to reach 
worldwide prospects. Improvements for Tier 4 readiness generally need to be completed within 12 
months of commitment, so at a minimum, construction plan approvals need to be in place and 
ready to implement when the opportunities dictate. Tier 4 site readiness is further detailed below. 
 

6. Develop Marketing Plan      $30,000-$40,000 
 

This Business Plan provides a roadmap for Staunton Crossing that ensures expansive and 
sustainable growth in the short term, with an eye to long-term opportunities. The City should 
develop a Marketing plan that identifies these value propositions and drives the message for the 
park to a wide and diverse audience. 
 

7. Draft Design Guidelines and Agreements    $15,000-$20,000 
 

Developer agreements and design guidelines need to be in place to control and protect the 
interests of both the City and the businesses that locate in Staunton Crossing. 
 

8. Draft Covenants and Restrictions     $25,000-$30,000 
 

The covenants and restrictions establish from an operational perspective what is and is not allowed 
in the development, and how future operational and maintenance responsibilities for open space, 
landscaping, stormwater ponds, etc. should be allocated.  
 

9. Real Estate Strategies (Control)   
 

The City should ensure they control the future use of any property needed to achieve the highest 
level of business plan success. This should be done in the early stages of the business plan. 
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10. Data Center Strategies      $20,000-$25,000 
 

The City should consider investments unique to attracting data centers to Staunton Crossing.  The 
plan should consider working closely with Dominion Energy to discuss electrical infrastrure and  
revenue strategies, including special data center tax rates, that will maximize the value to the city of 
designating some of Staunton Crossing as a Data Center site. Consideration should be given to 
achieving certification as a preferred data center site. 

 
Getting to Tier 4 Certification       
 
Several active steps should be taken to help Staunton Crossing achieve the Tier 4 designation by Virginia 
Business Ready Sites Program Standards.  The significant steps that Staunton Crossing should take include 
the following: 
 
Diligence - $300,000 - $330,000 
  

• Rezone the Property for Industrial Use  
• Conduct a Preliminary Geotechnical Report 
• Complete necessary Land survey (ALTA/boundary/topo) 
• Complete a Phase 1 ESA 
• Traffic Impact Study (if necessary) 
• Floodplain and Stormwater Study 
• Cultural Resources Study 
• Threatened and Endangered Species Study 
• Wetland Delineaiton and COE Confirmation 
• Natural Gas PER 
• Electrical PER 

 
 
Ready to Construct  - $600,000 - $700,000 

 
Several steps should be taken to assure that Construction plans are complete and/or 
permits for Infrastructure Improvements are secured  
 
 

• Construction Plans Approved - Water system improvements 

• Construction Plans Approved - Wastewater system improvements 

• Construction Plans Approved - Transportation Improvements 

• Construction Plans Approved - NG system design (if applicable) 

• Construction Plans Approved - Stormwater design (if applicable) 

• ALL off-site Easements Acquired for Infrastructure Improvements 

• Wetlands & environmental permitting complete w/ mitigation 
 
Timeline 
 
The City of Staunton is in a position with current projects and additional recommendations 
outlined in this report to have a fully marketable site for the world stage by the end of 
calendar year 2020. 
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Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
 

Steve Rosenberg 
City Manager  

Item # 
 

 
4 & C 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
City Manager’s Office 
 

 
Council Vision: 

 
Responsive, Efficient Government 
Economic Development 
Built Environment 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Resolution for the Benefit of Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Airport Commission 
 

 
Background: The Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission (Commission), of which 
the City of Staunton is a member locality, has determined to undertake a project to construct 
new aircraft hangar facilities and to upgrade the airport’s fuel facilities.  Resolutions of the 
Commission authorizing interim and permanent financing of the project are attached to this 
agenda briefing. 
 
The Commission has requested that the governing body of each of its member localities 
approve the incurrence of indebtedness to finance the proposed project.  A resolution to effect 
such approval is also attached to this agenda briefing.  As set forth in the resolution, the 
Commission’s incurrence of debt is not a financial obligation of the city. 
 
Greg Campbell, Executive Director of the Commission, will attend Council’s work session on 
September 26, 2019, to share further details about the project and the terms of the interim and 
permanent financing. 
   
City Manager’s Recommendation: Recommend the resolution be adopted, as presented. 
 
Suggested Motion: I move to adopt the proposed resolution for the benefit of Shenandoah 
Valley Regional Airport Commission, approving and authorizing the Commission’s incurrence of 
debt to finance its project, all as described in the resolution. 
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City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
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RESOLUTION  

 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF SHENANDOAH VALLEY REGIONAL AIRPORT COMMISSION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission (the “Commission”) 

was duly established pursuant to the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and by resolution and 

agreement of the several political subdivisions of the Commonwealth of Virginia comprising the 

Commission, namely the Counties of Augusta and Rockingham and the Cities of Staunton, 

Staunton and Waynesboro (collectively, the “Member Localities”), to have and exercise, on behalf 

of such Member Localities, the power and authority to operate the Shenandoah Valley Regional 

Airport (“SVRA”) located in Augusta County, Virginia; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission has determined that it is necessary and desirable to (a) 

acquire, construct, and equip aircraft hangar facilities at SVRA, (b) install and/or replace all or any 

portion of the SVRA’s fuel farm tanks, and (c) pay issuance costs in connection with the financings 

therefor (collectively, the “Project”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the United States of America, acting through Rural Housing Service, an 

agency of the United States Department of Agriculture (“RHS”), has offered to purchase an up to 

$3,086,500 Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission Taxable Airport Revenue Bond, 

Series 2020 (or any other series designation as may be applicable, the “Bond”) to provide the 

permanent financing needed by the Commission to pay all or any portion of the costs of the Project 

on the terms and conditions described in that certain RHS Letter of Conditions, dated September 

26, 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS,  RHS requires interim financing for the Project and the Commission 

reasonably expects that long-term, permanent financing for the Project being financed by the 

Commission on an interim basis with the proceeds of the Note shall ultimately be provided to the 

Commission by RHS, together with any other lawfully available funds therefor; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is reasonably anticipated that the Commission shall obtain interim 

financing from Blue Ridge Bank, with the long-term permanent financing for the costs of the 

Project provided by RHS; and 

 

WHEREAS, after the holding of related public hearings on August 21, 2019, the 

Commission adopted resolutions authorizing the issuance, execution, and delivery of (a) the 

$3,086,500 Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission Taxable Airport Revenue Note, 

Series 2019 to Blue Ridge Bank for interim financing of the Project, and (b) the $3,086,500 

Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport Commission Taxable Airport Revenue Bond, Series 2020 

(or other series designation) to RHS for permanent, long-term financing of the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to obtain the approval of each of the governing 

bodies of its Member Localities with respect to the incurrence of indebtedness to pay the costs of 

the Project, subject to the Commission’s final determination of the form and details thereof (all 

such undertakings by the Commission to finance the Project, on an interim or permanent basis, 

being collectively referenced herein as the “Loans”); and 

 



 

 - 2 - 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Staunton, 

Virginia (the “Council”), as follows: 

 

 1. The incurrence of the Loans by the Commission, as described herein, is hereby 

approved and authorized, to the fullest extent as may be required, if at all.    

 

 2.  It is to be understood that nothing contained in this Resolution is or shall be deemed 

to be a debt of the City or a pledge of the faith and credit or the taxing power of the City, and 

nothing herein or therein shall legally bind or obligate the Council or any future Council to 

appropriate funds for such purposes. The long-term indebtedness of the Commission represented 

by the Note or the Bond (or otherwise in connection with the Project and the Loans) shall not be 

deemed to constitute a debt or pledge of the faith and credit of the taxing power of the City, and 

neither the faith and credit nor the taxing power of the City shall be pledged for the payment of 

the principal of, premium, if any or interest on the Note or the Bond or any other obligation of the 

Commission in connection with the Project or the Loans, or any other costs incident thereto.   

 

 3.  The Mayor, Vice Mayor, and the City Manager, any one or more of whom may act, 

and such officers, employees, and agents of the City as any of them may designate, are each 

authorized and directed to take all such further actions and to execute and deliver any and all 

instruments, certificates, and other documents (if any), in order to carry out the purposes hereof 

and in furtherance otherwise, of the financing of the Project by the Commission, as described 

herein.    

 

4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

 

 

Adopted:  September 26, 2019 

 

  

      CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

        Mayor 
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CERTIFICATE OF VOTES 

 

  The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing Resolution constitutes a true and 

correct copy thereof, duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Staunton, Virginia, at its 

regular meeting duly held on the date hereof, and that the recorded roll-call vote of the Council is 

as follows: 
 

 AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Carolyn W. Dull, Mayor     

Ophie Kier, Vice Mayor     

Erik D. Curren     

James J. Harrington     

R. Terry Holmes     

Brenda O. Mead     

Andrea Oakes     

 

 

Dated:  September 26, 2019 

 

 

[SEAL] 

__________________________________________ 

Clerk of City Council 

City of Staunton, Virginia  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Staff Members: 

 
Maggie Ragon 

Phil Trayer 
Cindy Fitzgerald 

 

 
Item # 
 

 
5 & D 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 

 
Department: 
 

 
Commissioner of Revenue 
Finance 
 

 
Council Vision: 

 
Responsive, Efficient Government 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Resolution Establishing the Percentage of Relief at 37% 
for Purposes of the Personal Property Tax Relief Act 
(PPTRA) 
 

 
Background: The Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 (PPTRA) was modified by legislative 
action taken during the 2004 and 2005 General Assembly sessions.  The legislative enactments 
required the City to take affirmative steps to implement changes and to provide for computation 
and allocation of relief.  The legislative enactments also provided for an appropriation to the City, 
commencing in 2006, for a fixed sum to be used exclusively for the provision of tax relief to owners 
of vehicles subject to the City’s personal property tax, and to provide the opportunity for the City 
to fashion a program of tax relief that best serves the citizens.  
 
On April 13, 2006, Council adopted an ordinance that defined procedures and responsibilities for 
implementing the changes to the PPTRA, including the method of computing the tax relief and 
allocation of tax relief, plus transitional provisions.  The ordinance requires that Council shall set 
the percentage of tax relief at such a level that is anticipated to fully exhaust PPTRA relief funds 
provided to the City by the Commonwealth.  The Commissioner of Revenue recommends the rate 
of 37 percent for calendar year 2019.  The Commissioner of Revenue, the City Treasurer, and the 
Chief Financial Officer have worked as a team to bring this matter to Council so as to implement 
Council’s April 13, 2006 ordinance. 
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Attached is a copy of the April 13, 2006 ordinance, codified as Section 3.10.015 of the Staunton 
City Code, and a proposed resolution setting the PPTRA rate at 37 percent, as recommended by 
the Commissioner of Revenue. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment 1—Personal Property Tax Relief Code 
Attachment 2—Proposed Resolution 
 
City Manager’s Recommendation: I concur with the Commissioner of Revenue’s 
recommendation and also recommend that the percentage be established at 37 percent. 
 
Suggested Motion:  I move that a resolution, as proposed, be adopted, establishing the Personal 
Property Tax Relief Act (PPTRA) percentage at 37 percent.  
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
 

 



3.10.015 Personal property tax relief. 
(1) Purpose – Definitions – Relation to Other Ordinances.  

(a) The purpose of this section is to provide for the implementation of the changes to the 
Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 (PPTRA) effected by legislation adopted during the 2004 
Special Session I and the 2005 Regular Session of the General Assembly of Virginia.  

(b) Terms used in this section that have defined meanings set forth in PPTRA shall have the 
same meanings as set forth in the Code of Virginia Section 58.1-3523, as amended. 

(c) To the extent that the provisions of this section conflict with any prior ordinance or provision of 
the city code, this section shall control. 

(2) Method of Computing and Reflecting Tax Relief.  
(a) For tax years commencing in 2006, the City adopts the provisions of Item 503.E of the 2005 

Appropriations Act, providing for the computation of tax relief as a specific dollar amount to be offset 
against the total taxes that would otherwise be due but for PPTRA and the reporting of such specific 
dollar relief on the tax bill. 

(b) The city council shall, by resolution, set the percentage of tax relief at such level that is 
anticipated to fully exhaust PPTRA relief funds provided to the city by the Commonwealth of Virginia.  

(c) Personal property tax bills shall set forth on their face the specific dollar amount of relief 
credited with respect to each qualifying vehicle, together with an explanation of the general manner in 
which relief is allocated. 

(3) Allocation of Relief Among Taxpayers.  
(a) Allocation of PPTRA relief shall be provided in accordance with the general provisions of this 

section, as implemented by the specific provisions of a resolution adopted annually, after the personal 
property tax book is certified by the commissioner of revenue and delivered to the treasurer.  

(b) Relief shall be allocated in such a manner as to eliminate personal property taxation of each 
qualifying vehicle with an assessed value of $1,000 or less. 

(c) Relief with respect to qualifying vehicles with assessed values of more than $1,000 shall be 
provided at a percentage, annually fixed and applied to the first $20,000 in value of each such 
qualifying vehicle, that is estimated fully to use all available state PPTRA relief.  

(4) Transitional Provisions.  
(a) Pursuant to authority conferred in Item 503.D of the 2005 Appropriations Act, the city 

treasurer is authorized to issue a supplemental personal property tax bill, in the amount of 100 percent 
of tax due without regard to any former entitlement to state PPTRA relief, plus applicable penalties and 
interest, to any taxpayer whose taxes with respect to a qualifying vehicle for tax year 2005 or any prior 
tax year remain unpaid on September 1, 2006, or such date as state funds for reimbursement of the 
state share of such bill have become unavailable, whichever earlier occurs. 

(b) Penalty and interest with respect to bills issued pursuant to subsection (4)(a) of this section 
shall be computed on the entire amount of tax owed. Interest shall be computed at the rate provided in 
SCC 3.10.040. (Ord. 2006-05). 
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RESOLUTION 
IMPLEMENTING ORDINANCE 2006-05, CODIFIED AS SECTION 3.10.015 OF THE 

STAUNTON CITY CODE, 
TO FURTHER IMPLEMENT THE 2004-2005 CHANGES 

TO THE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT OF 1998 
 
 

 WHEREAS, by Ordinance 2006-05, adopted April 13, 2006, and codified as 
Section 3.10.015 of the Staunton City Code, the Council of the City of Staunton fashioned 
a local program of tax relief that serves the best interests of the citizenry regarding 
personal property tax on qualifying use vehicles, pursuant to modifications made by the 
General Assembly of Virginia to the Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 (PPTRA); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City’s program of tax relief contemplates the allocation of PPTRA 
relief provided by the Commonwealth of Virginia pursuant to the provisions of Ordinance 
2006-05, codified as Section 3.10.015 of the Staunton City Code, as further implemented 
by resolution adopted annually after the personal property tax book is certified by the 
Commissioner of Revenue and delivered to the Treasurer; 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 1, 2019, the Commissioner of Revenue delivered to 
the Treasurer a certified personal property tax book; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Revenue has recommended to the Council of 
the City of Staunton, Virginia, that with respect to qualifying vehicles with assessed values 
of more than $1,000 the percentage of relief to be applied to the first $20,000 in value of 
each such qualifying vehicle should be 37%, which the Commissioner of Revenue 
estimates will fully use all available state PPTRA relief. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Staunton, 
Virginia, that 37% shall be the percentage of relief to be applied to the first $20,000 in 
value of each qualifying vehicle with an assessed value of more than $1,000, pursuant to 
and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3.10.015 of the Staunton City Code. 
 
 
Adopted this 26th day of September, 2019. 
 
 
 
       Approved: ____________________ 

                     Mayor 
 
 
Attest: __________________________ 
 Suzanne F. Simmons 
 Clerk of Council 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Doug Guynn 
City Attorney 

________________ 
 

Nickie Mills 
City Engineer 
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Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
City Attorney 
Community Development 
 

 
Council Vision: 
 

 
Responsive, Efficient Government 
Built Environment 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Ordinance to Vacate Utility and Sanitary Sewer 
Easements and to Accept the Dedication of New 
Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Easements within 
Augusta Terrace Subdivision 
 

 
Background: The City has been approached by the developer-owners of Lots 15 through 34 of 
Augusta Terrace Subdivision, located at or near the intersection of Richmond Avenue and 
Community Way. In effect, the owners want to eliminate easements within the interior of the lots 
and relocate them to the perimeter of the lots. The easements are situated within what were 
alleyways that have since been vacated by ordinances adopted by City Council in previous 
years. In basic description, the developer-owners want the City to eliminate three easements 
(two utility easements and one conditional sanitary sewer easement) and establish two new 
easements (a sanitary sewer easement and a stormwater easement). The attached draft 
ordinance recites the somewhat complex history of the vacation of the alleyways and the 
granting to or reservation by the City of Staunton of utility and sewer easements.  Exhibit A to 
the draft ordinance is the current version of the proposed Deed of Dedication and Relocation 
that would implement the draft ordinance, if approved.  Exhibit B to the draft ordinance is a plat 
showing the easements to be vacated and the newly proposed stormwater and sanitary sewer 
easements. Community Development staff, including the City Engineer, have reviewed the 
request and endorse approval of vacating and abandoning the existing utility easements and 
relocating and accepting the newly proposed easements. 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BRIEFING 

Staunton, VA 



No public hearing is required. 
 
City Manager’s Recommendation: Upon approval by the City Attorney, recommend adoption 
of the ordinance, approving the vacation and abandonment of the noted existing utility and 
sewer easements, and the relocation and acceptance of the proposed stormwater and sanitary 
sewer easements. 
  
Suggested Motion: I move to adopt the proposed ordinance now before Council to vacate and 
abandon the utility easement lying between Lots 15 through 22 and Lots 27 through 34; to 
vacate and abandon the utility easement lying between Lots 23 and 26; to vacate and abandon 
the conditional sanitary sewer easement along the western boundary of Lot 23; to relocate and 
accept the sanitary sewer easement along the northern boundary of Lots 15 through 22 and a 
portion of Lot 23; and to accept the proposed stormwater easement along the northeastern 
corner of Lot 24, within Augusta Terrace Subdivision on the following conditions as reflected in 
the proposed ordinance: the Staunton City Manager is authorized to sign a Deed of Dedication 
and Easement Relocation on behalf of the City, substantially in the form of Exhibit A to the 
proposed ordinance, and is further authorized to agree to changes in the deed, upon approval of 
the City Attorney; and the proposed ordinance shall be effective only upon delivery and 
acceptance by the City Manager of the Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation for the 
new, relocated sanitary sewer easement and new stormwater easement and further only upon 
recordation of such Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation in the Clerk’s Office of the 
Circuit Court of the City of Staunton, Virginia. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
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Ordinance No. 2019-___ 1 

 2 

AN ORDINANCE VACATING AND ABANDONING 3 

ALL THAT PORTION OF AN EXISTING UTILITY EASEMENT LYING IN AN AREA 4 

BETWEEN LOTS 15 THROUGH 22 AND LOTS 27 THROUGH 34;  5 

AND 6 

VACATING AND ABANDONING ALL THAT PORTION OF AN EXISTING UTILITY 7 

EASEMENT LYING IN AN AREA BETWEEN LOTS 23 AND 26; 8 

AND 9 

VACATING AND ABANDONING ALL THAT PORTION OF AN EXISTING 10 

CONDITIONAL SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT RUNNING ALONG THE 11 

WESTERN BOUNDARY OF LOT 23; 12 

AND  13 

ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF A RELOCATED SANITARY SEWER  14 

EASEMENT ALONG THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF LOTS 15 THROUGH 22 AND 15 

A PORTION OF LOT 23;  16 

AND  17 

ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF A NEW STORMWATER EASEMENT  18 

ON THE NORTHEASTERN CORNER OF LOT 24 19 

WITHIN AUGUSTA TERRACE SUBDIVISION, STAUNTON, VA 20 

 21 

Recitals 22 

 23 

A.  The Augusta Terrace Subdivision is located at or near the intersection of Richmond 24 

Avenue and Community Way in the City of Staunton. The Staunton City Council has previously 25 

taken several actions related to aspects of the subdivision. 26 

 27 

B. Staunton City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2000-12, vacating and abandoning 28 

what is described as “all the undeveloped alley which lies between Community Way and the 29 

easternmost corners of Lots 22 and 27, of Augusta Terrace Subdivision,” and accepted the 30 

dedication of a conditional sewer line easement “twenty (20) feet wide from the alley along the 31 

western boundary of Lot 23 where it abuts Lot 22, terminating at the right of way for Richmond 32 

Road,” with the City retaining “only so much of a utility easement in the alleyway as may be 33 

necessary to lay and maintain a sewer pipe as it turns 90 degrees into the easement [located 34 

within the area between Lots 23 and 26].”  The ordinance was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of 35 

the Circuit Court of the City of Staunton, Virginia, as instrument number 010002033, and to 36 

implement the ordinance, a Deed of Easement was recorded as instrument number 010002034. 37 

 38 

C. Staunton City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2006 – 21, vacating and abandoning 39 

what is described as “all that portion of a twenty foot alley lying between Lots 15 through 22 40 

and Lots 27 through 34, of Augusta Terrace” subdivision, and the “City of Staunton reserv[ed] 41 

unto itself, its successors and assigns, an easement over the vacated portion of the 42 

aforementioned alley for the construction, installation, repair and maintenance of utility lines…” 43 

The ordinance was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Staunton, 44 

Virginia, as instrument number 190002235.  45 

 46 
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D. By proposed Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation, attached hereto and 47 

incorporated as Exhibit A, the owners of Lots 15 through 34 within the Augusta Terrace 48 

Subdivision have now requested further action by the Staunton City Council to: have vacated 49 

and abandoned all of that portion of the aforementioned utility easement granted by Ordinance 50 

2000 - 12; have vacated and abandoned all of that portion of the aforementioned utility easement 51 

reserved by Ordinance 2006 – 21; to have vacated and abandoned the conditional sanitary sewer 52 

easement granted and conveyed to the City of Staunton by deed of easement recorded in the 53 

Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Staunton, Virginia, as instrument number 54 

010002034, and in exchange, to relocate and grant a new variable width sanitary sewer easement  55 

to the City of Staunton; and to grant a new 20’ stormwater easement to the City of Staunton.  56 

 57 

E. A plat showing the aforementioned easements to be vacated, abandoned, 58 

relocated, and dedicated is attached hereto and incorporated as Exhibit B. 59 

 60 

F. City staff, including the City Engineer, has recommended vacating, abandoning, 61 

relocating, and accepting the aforementioned easements. 62 

 63 

G. This matter has been properly advertised, heard, and considered; and   64 

 65 

H. These recitals are an integral part of this ordinance. 66 

 67 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Staunton, 68 

Virginia, that as shown on Exhibit B, the utility easement lying between Lots 15 through 22 and 69 

Lots 27 through 34 is hereby VACATED and ABANDONED; the utility easement lying 70 

between Lots 23 and 26 is hereby VACATED and ABANDONED; the conditional sanitary 71 

sewer easement along the western boundary of Lot 23 is hereby VACATED and 72 

ABANDONED; and subject to further action by the Staunton City Manager as contemplated by 73 

this ordinance, a new sanitary sewer easement is CONDITIONALLY ACCEPTED as 74 

RELOCATED along the northern boundary of Lots 15 through 22 and a portion of Lot 23; and 75 

subject to further action by the Staunton City Manager as contemplated by this ordinance, a new 76 

stormwater easement along the northeastern corner of Lot 24 is hereby CONDITIONALLY 77 

ACCEPTED; and it is 78 

 79 

 FURTHER ORDAINED that the Staunton City Manager is authorized to sign a Deed of 80 

Dedication and Easement Relocation on behalf of the City, and is further authorized to agree to 81 

changes in deed, upon approval of the City Attorney substantially in the form of Exhibit A; and 82 

it is 83 

 84 

 FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall be effective only upon delivery and 85 

acceptance by the City Manager of the Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation for the 86 

new, relocated sanitary sewer easement and new stormwater easement and only upon recordation 87 

of such Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court 88 

of the City of Staunton, Virginia. 89 

 90 

Introduced: 91 

Adopted: 92 
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      93 

      _____________________________ 94 

       Carolyn W. Dull, Mayor 95 

 96 

ATTEST:______________________________ 97 

           Suzanne F. Simmons 98 

           Clerk of Council 99 



  EXHIBIT A 

DRAFT 9.19.19 

Prepared by: Whitney Jackson Levin VSB # 68365 
Miller Levin PC, 128 West Beverley Street, Staunton, VA  24401 

540-885-8146        fax 540-886-8913 

 

 

 1 

PIN: 10335, 10325, 10336, 10402, 10338, 10386, 10388, 10304, 10300, 9436, 9435, 2 

9446, 10352, 10312, 10330, 9551, 9550, 9447, 9448, and 10354 3 

 4 

 THIS DEED OF DEDICATION AND EASEMENT RELOCATION is dated this ______ day of 5 

September 2019 by and between DAHL INVESTMENTS LLC, a Virginia limited liability 6 

company, ATLANTIC UNION BANK & TRUST, as successor in interest to PLANTERS 7 

BANK AND TRUST COMPANY OF VIRGINIA, as TRUSTEE for the benefit of the 8 

ALLEN P. DAHL IRA TRUST and as TRUSTEE of the THOMAS P. DAHL IRA TRUST, 9 

S8 OF STAUNTON, LLC, a Virginia limited liability company, Peter H. WRAY, Allen P. 10 

DAHL, and Thomas P. DAHL, Grantors and Grantees, and the CITY OF STAUNTON, 11 

VIRGINIA, Grantor and Grantee, and CITY NATIONAL BANK OF WEST VIRGINIA, as 12 

successor in interest to COMMUNITY BANK, party of the third part, Grantor for indexing 13 

purposes. 14 

RECITALS: 15 

WHERAS, Dahl Investments LLC, Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in 16 

interest to Planters Bank and Trust Company of Virginia, as Trustee for the benefit of the 17 

Allen P. Dahl IRA Trust and as Trustee of the Thomas P. Dahl IRA Trust, S8 of Staunton 18 

LLC, Peter H. Wray, Allen P. Dahl, and Thomas P. Dahl are respectively the owners of 19 

certain parcels of land consisting of Lots 15 (Rev) through 34 (Rev) Augusta Terrace 20 

located adjacent to Richmond Road in the City of Staunton, Virginia (the “Properties”) as 21 

set forth on the attached “PLAT SHOWING VACATION AND DEDICATION OF EASEMENTS ACROSS 22 

LOTS 15 (REV) THROUGH 34 (REV), AUGUSTA TERRACE, CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA” dated 23 

August 27, 2019, prepared by Daniel E. Hansen, Land Surveyor with Balzer & Associates, 24 

Inc., attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof (the “Plat”), having 25 

acquired such parcels by Instrument Nos. 050004696, 040002589, 040002907, 26 

010001361, and 060004045 and in Deed Book 327, Page 374, respectively, recorded in 27 

the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Staunton;     28 
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WHEREAS, at different times, the City of Staunton has reserved or obtained utility 29 

and sewer easements over the Properties by either deed or ordinance, specifically 30 

Ordinance 2000 – 12, recorded as Instrument Nos. 010002033 and 010002034 and 31 

Ordinance No. 2006-21, recorded as Instrument No. _______ in the Clerk’s Office of the 32 

Circuit Court of the City of Staunton, Virginia; and  33 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the parties hereto to vacate and/or relocate certain 34 

utility and sewer easements all as depicted on Plat. 35 

WHEREAS, some of the properties affected by the relocated easements are 36 

subject to a lien of a deed of trust for the benefit of City National Bank of West Virginia, 37 

successor in interest to Community Bank, dated September 25, 2009, of record in the 38 

Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of City of Staunton, Virginia, as Instrument No. 39 

090003053, securing a note in the amount of $1,200,000.00.  City National Bank of West 40 

Virginia joins in this Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation to subordinate its lien 41 

as to all easements and rights of way created herein. 42 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual conveyances herein 43 

made, S8 of Staunton LLC and Peter H. Wray, the owners of Lots 23(Rev) and24 (Rev),  44 

Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in interest to Planters Bank And Trust 45 

Company of Virginia, as Trustee for the benefit of the Allen P. Dahl IRA Trust and as 46 

Trustee of the Thomas P. Dahl IRA Trust, the owners of both Lots 22 (Rev), and Dahl 47 

Investments LLC, the owner of Lots 15 (Rev), 16(Rev), 17(Rev), 18(Rev), 19(Rev), 48 

20(Rev), and 21(Rev), do hereby grant WITH GENERAL WARRANTY OF TITLE to the 49 

City of Staunton, Virginia,  storm water and sanitary sewer easements as located and 50 

shown on the Plat and labeled thereon as “”PROP. 20’ STORM EASEMENT,” and 51 

“PROPOSED VARIABLE WIDTH SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT,” respectively.  Said 52 

easements are for the purpose of constructing, installing, and maintaining sewer 53 

distribution, collection or transmission lines and storm water transmission and detention 54 

facilities over and under the properties of the owner, as well as all equipment, accessories 55 

and appurtenances necessary in connection therewith, all of which are hereinafter called 56 

“Facilities”.  The easements granted and Facilities constructed shall be easements in 57 

gross which are appurtenant to the existing facilities and shall remain the property of the 58 

City of Staunton. The City of Staunton shall have the perpetual right to inspect, rebuild, 59 
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remove, repair, improve, enlarge and make such changes, alterations, and additions to 60 

or extensions of its Facilities within the boundaries of said easements as are consistent 61 

with the purposes expressed herein.   62 

The owners of the property over which the easements are located, their heirs and 63 

assigns, may use said easements for any purpose not inconsistent with the rights hereby 64 

granted, provided such use does not interfere with the safe and efficient access to and 65 

construction, operation, and maintenance of said Facilities and further provided that such 66 

use is not inconsistent with any laws, ordinances or codes pertaining to the construction, 67 

operation or maintenance of the Facilities. 68 

After the installation of the sewer lines within the sanitary sewer easement, and 69 

after any maintenance or repair of said lines, the owner of the property over which the 70 

easements are located and subsequently the City of Staunton shall fill and level all 71 

ditches, ruts, and depressions caused by construction, maintenance, or removal 72 

operations; shall remove all debris resulting therefrom; shall remove all stakes and posts 73 

that may have been put into the ground; and shall generally restore the surface of the 74 

premises as near to its original condition as is reasonably possible, all within a reasonable 75 

time after the installation of or the repair or maintenance of the said transmission lines. 76 

THIS AGREEMENT FURTHER WITNESSETH THAT for and in consideration of the 77 

conveyance hereinabove made, the City of Staunton, by action of its Council with the 78 

adoption of Ordinance 2019 - ______ does hereby vacate the utility and sewer easements 79 

located as shown on the Plat and labeled thereon as follows:  80 

(1) “UTILITY EASEMENT PER INST# 010002034 & 010002033 (TO BE VACATED)”, (2) 81 

“UTILITY EASEMENT PER ORDINANCE NO. 2006-21 (TO BE VACATED)”, and  82 

(3) “CONDITIONAL SEWER EASMENT PER INST# 010002034 & 010002033 (TO BE 83 

VACATED)”. 84 

Witness the following signatures and seals. 85 

 86 

(Signature Pages to follow) 87 

 88 
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(Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 89 

 90 

DAHL INVESTMENTS LLC 91 

a Virginia limited liability company 92 

 93 

 By:       (Seal) 94 

       ___________________________  95 

  (print name and title)   96 

 97 

  98 

 99 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 100 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 101 

 102 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 103 

____ day of __________, 2019, by _______________________, _____________ of 104 

Dahl Investments LLC, on behalf of said company. 105 

 106 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  107 

Registration No.               _______________________ 108 

  109 

 ___________________________________ 110 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  111 

 112 

  113 
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(Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 114 

 115 

ALLEN P. DAHL IRA TRUST 116 

 117 

 By:       (Seal) 118 

       ___________________________  119 

  (print name and title) 120 

 Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in interest 121 

to Planters Bank and Trust Company of Virginia, as 122 

Trustee for the benefit of the Allen P. Dahl IRA Trust123 

   124 

 125 

  126 

 127 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 128 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 129 

 130 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 131 

____ day of __________, 2019, by _______________________, _____________ of 132 

Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in interest to Planters Bank and Trust Company 133 

of Virginia, as Trustee for the benefit of the Allen P. Dahl IRA Trust. 134 

 135 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  136 

Registration No.               _______________________ 137 

  138 

 ___________________________________ 139 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  140 

  141 
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(Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 142 

 143 

THOMAS P. DAHL IRA TRUST 144 

 145 

 By:       (Seal) 146 

       ___________________________  147 

  (print name and title) 148 

 Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in interest 149 

to Planters Bank and Trust Company of Virginia, as 150 

Trustee for the benefit of the Thomas P. Dahl IRA 151 

Trust   152 

 153 

  154 

 155 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 156 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 157 

 158 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 159 

____ day of __________, 2019, by _______________________, _____________ of 160 

Atlantic Union Bank & Trust, as successor in interest to Planters Bank and Trust Company 161 

of Virginia, as Trustee for the benefit of the Thomas P. Dahl IRA Trust. 162 

 163 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  164 

Registration No.               _______________________ 165 

  166 

 ___________________________________ 167 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  168 

  169 
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(Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 170 

 171 

S8 OF STAUNTON, LLC 172 

a Virginia limited liability company 173 

 174 

 By:       (Seal) 175 

       ___________________________  176 

  (print name and title)   177 

 178 

  179 

 180 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 181 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 182 

 183 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 184 

____ day of __________, 2019, by _______________________, _____________ of S8 185 

of Staunton LLC, on behalf of said company. 186 

 187 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  188 

Registration No.               _______________________ 189 

  190 

 ___________________________________ 191 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  192 

 193 

  194 
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 (Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 195 

 196 

 By:       (Seal) 197 

       Peter H. Wray 198 

  199 

 200 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 201 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 202 

 203 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 204 

____ day of __________, 2019, by Peter H. Wray. 205 

 206 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  207 

Registration No.               _______________________ 208 

  209 

 ___________________________________ 210 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  211 

  212 
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 (Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 213 

 214 

 By:       (Seal) 215 

       Allen P. Dahl 216 

  217 

 218 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 219 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 220 

 221 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 222 

____ day of __________, 2019, by Allen P. Dahl. 223 

 224 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  225 

Registration No.               _______________________ 226 

  227 

 ___________________________________ 228 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  229 

 230 

  231 
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 (Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 232 

 233 

 By:       (Seal) 234 

       Thomas P. Dahl 235 

  236 

 237 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 238 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 239 

 240 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 241 

____ day of __________, 2019, by Thomas P. Dahl. 242 

 243 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  244 

Registration No.               _______________________ 245 

  246 

 ___________________________________ 247 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  248 

 249 

  250 
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CITY NATIONAL BANK OF WEST VIRGINIA 251 

 252 

 By:       (Seal) 253 

       ___________________________  254 

  (print name and title)   255 

 256 

  257 

 258 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 259 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 260 

 261 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 262 

____ day of __________, 2019, by _______________________, _____________ of City 263 

National Bank of West Virginia, on behalf of said company. 264 

 265 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  266 

Registration No.               _______________________ 267 

  268 

 ___________________________________ 269 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  270 

  271 
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(Signature Page for Deed of Dedication and Easement Relocation) 272 

 273 

CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA, 274 

a municipal corporation and political subdivision of 275 

the Commonwealth of Virginia 276 

 277 

 By:       (Seal) 278 

  City Manager   279 

 280 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE, 281 

CITY OF STAUNTON, to-wit: 282 

 283 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in the jurisdiction aforesaid this 284 

____ day of August, 2019, by _______________________, City Manager of the City of 285 

Staunton, Virginia. 286 

 287 

My Commission Expires: _______________________  288 

Registration No.               _______________________ 289 

  290 

 ___________________________________ 291 

 NOTARY PUBLIC  292 

 293 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 294 

Approved as to form: 295 

 296 

By: ____________________________ 297 

        Douglas L. Guynn, City Attorney 298 

 299 

 300 

 301 

 302 

 303 

 304 

 305 

 306 

 307 
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AFFIDAVIT 308 

 309 

AFFIANT, first being duly sworn, states as follows: 310 

 311 

1.  I am a Manager of Dahl Investments L.L.C., a manager-managed Limited Liability 312 

Company (the "LLC"), registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 313 

 314 

2. I make this affidavit in support of my execution of a Deed of Dedication and Easement 315 

Relocation dated September ________, 2019 among DAHL INVESTMENTS LLC, 316 

ATLANTIC UNION BANK & TRUST, as successor in interest to PLANTERS BANK 317 

AND TRUST COMPANY OF VIRGINIA, as TRUSTEE for the benefit of the ALLEN P. 318 

DAHL IRA TRUST and as TRUSTEE of the THOMAS P. DAHL IRA TRUST, S8 OF 319 

STAUNTON, LLC, Peter H. WRAY, Allen P. DAHL, and Thomas P. DAHL, Grantors 320 

and Grantees, and the CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA, Grantor and Grantee, and CITY 321 

NATIONAL BANK OF WEST VIRGINIA, as successor in interest to COMMUNITY 322 

BANK, party of the third part, Grantor for indexing purposes. 323 

 324 

3. The Articles of Organization of the LLC that are in effect on the date of this affidavit are 325 

incorporated herein by reference and have not been amended. 326 

 327 

4. There are no limitations on a Manager's authority in the current Operating Agreement 328 

or otherwise that would prohibit, nullify, void, or otherwise invalidate the execution, any 329 

provision or binding effect of the deed. 330 

 331 

5. As of the date hereof, the LLC continues to exist and has not been dissolved for any 332 

reason, including but not limited to the bankruptcy of any Member of the LLC or the 333 

LLC itself, or the death, resignation, or expulsion of any LLC Member. 334 

 335 

6. I acknowledge that this statement is under oath and subject to the full penalties of law. 336 

 337 

       _____________________________ 338 

Affiant 339 

 340 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 341 

City/County of ___________________, to-wit: 342 

 343 

 344 

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO before me in my jurisdiction aforesaid this ____ 345 

day of _________________, 2019, by _________________________, 346 

_______________________, LLC. 347 

________________________________  348 

                                                                                     Notary Public 349 

 350 

My Commission expires: ________________ 351 

Notary Registration No.:  ________________ 352 

 353 
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AFFIDAVIT 354 

 355 

AFFIANT, first being duly sworn, states as follows: 356 

 357 

1.  I am a Manager of S8 of Staunton, L.L.C., a manager-managed Limited Liability 358 

Company (the "LLC"), registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 359 

 360 

2. I make this affidavit in support of my execution of a Deed of Dedication and Easement 361 

Relocation dated September ________, 2019 among DAHL INVESTMENTS LLC, 362 

ATLANTIC UNION BANK & TRUST, as successor in interest to PLANTERS BANK 363 

AND TRUST COMPANY OF VIRGINIA, as TRUSTEE for the benefit of the ALLEN P. 364 

DAHL IRA TRUST and as TRUSTEE of the THOMAS P. DAHL IRA TRUST, S8 OF 365 

STAUNTON, LLC, Peter H. WRAY, Allen P. DAHL, and Thomas P. DAHL, Grantors 366 

and Grantees, and the CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA, Grantor and Grantee, and CITY 367 

NATIONAL BANK OF WEST VIRGINIA, as successor in interest to COMMUNITY 368 

BANK, party of the third part, Grantor for indexing purposes. 369 

 370 

3. The Articles of Organization of the LLC that are in effect on the date of this affidavit are 371 

incorporated herein by reference and have not been amended. 372 

 373 

4. There are no limitations on a Manager's authority in the current Operating Agreement 374 

or otherwise that would prohibit, nullify, void, or otherwise invalidate the execution, any 375 

provision or binding effect of the deed. 376 

 377 

5. As of the date hereof, the LLC continues to exist and has not been dissolved for any 378 

reason, including but not limited to the bankruptcy of any Member of the LLC or the 379 

LLC itself, or the death, resignation, or expulsion of any LLC Member. 380 

 381 

6. I acknowledge that this statement is under oath and subject to the full penalties of law. 382 

__________________________ 383 

Affiant 384 

 385 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 386 

City/County of ___________________, to-wit: 387 

 388 

 389 

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO before me in my jurisdiction aforesaid this ____ 390 

day of _________________, 2019, by _________________________, 391 

_______________________, LLC. 392 

 393 

________________________________  394 

                                                                                      Notary Public 395 

 396 

My Commission expires: ________________ 397 

Notary Registration No.:  ________________ 398 
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Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Councilwoman 
Brenda Mead 

  
Item # 
 

 
7 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
Parks and Recreation 
Finance 
 

 
Council Vision: 

 
Culture 
Responsive, Efficient Government  
 

 
Subject: 

 
Gypsy Hill Golf Course Survey 
 

 
Background: At the request of Councilwoman Brenda Mead, this item has been added to 
Council’s work session agenda for September 26, 2019.  Ms. Mead will share with Council 
members the results of a survey she conducted concerning the Gypsy Hill Golf Course. 
 

City Manager’s Recommendation: Receive and discuss the survey results. 
 
Suggested Motion: Not applicable. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BRIEFING 

Staunton, VA 



 
 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 
 

 
Doug Guynn 
City Attorney 

_______________ 
 

Steve Rosenberg 
City Manager 

_______________ 
 

City Council 
 

 
Item # 
 

 
8 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
City Attorney 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Closed Meeting for: (a) Discussion or Consideration of 
the Possible Disposition of Publicly Held Real 
Property(ies) or Interests in Real Property(ies), Where 
Discussion in an Open Meeting Would Adversely 
Affect the Bargaining Position or Negotiating Strategy; 
and (b) Consultation with Legal Counsel for Necessary 
Legal-Related Advice and Discussion Pertaining to (i) 
Specific Land Use and Zoning Matters; and (ii) a Claim 
Involving a Former Employee of One of the City’s 
Departments or Agencies 
 

 
Suggested Motion: 
 

Before the closed meeting: I move to enter a closed meeting for: (a) discussion or 
consideration of the possible disposition of publicly held real property(ies) or 
interests in real property(ies), where discussion in an open meeting would adversely 
affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy, pursuant to Virginia Code § 
2.2-3711(A)(3); and (b) consultation with legal counsel for necessary legal-related 
advice and discussion pertaining to (i) specific land use and zoning matters; and (ii) 
a claim involving a former employee of one of the City’s departments or agencies, 
pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(8).  
 

 
Second.  Discussion.  Vote – Clerk of Council to poll members of Council. 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA BRIEFING 

Staunton, VA 



After the closed meeting: I move that Council reconvene in an open meeting and 
certify to the best of each member’s knowledge that only lawfully exempted public 
business matters were discussed and that only public business matters as identified 
in the closed meeting motion were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting. 
 
Second.  Discussion.  Vote –Clerk of Council to poll members of Council. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

WHEREAS,  in early 1998, Carsten Schmidt organized two chamber music concerts, 

pulling together several friends to make a weekend of music in Staunton, 

Virginia; and  

WHEREAS,  50 people attended those first concerts at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential 

Library; and  

WHEREAS,  from those early days with just a handful of performers, 21 years later the 

Staunton Music Festival has grown to a series of events with 84 musicians 

who come to Staunton from places throughout the United States and the 

world; and  

WHEREAS,  in August, 2019, the festival welcomed almost 8,800 music lovers who 

attended 28 concerts and 10 preconcert talks offered over 10 days;  

WHEREAS, the Staunton Music Festival has been awarded funding from private 

foundations and the National Endowment for the Arts, and has been 

recognized as a key arts event by The Washington Post, Travel + Leisure 

Magazine, Virginia Living and the Southeast Tourism Society; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Staunton has benefitted tremendously from the economic and 

cultural spark of the festival, which has contributed significantly to the 

City’s reputation as a special place to live, work and play. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by Staunton City Council that it does 

hereby celebrate the Staunton Music Festival and express its appreciation to its devoted volunteer 

board for bringing world-renowned artists and music-lovers to the City of Staunton and for adding 

to the quality of life of the City.  

Dated this 26th day of September, 2019.   

 

__________________________________________ 

          CAROLYN W. DULL, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: __________________________________ 

                              CLERK OF COUNCIL 

CITY OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

Proclamation 
Staunton Music Festival  
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City Council 1 

WORK SESSION 2 

September 12, 2019 3 

5:15 p.m. 4 

 5 

Council Members Present: Mayor Dull, Vice Mayor Kier, Council Members Curren, Harrington, 6 

Holmes, Oakes, and Mead. 7 

 8 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m., and the invocation/moment of silence was 9 

given by Dr. Harrington. 10 

 11 

1. Consideration of Work Session and Regular Meeting Agendas 12 

 13 

Consistent with Procedural Memorandum No. 3, the agendas were presented for Council 14 

consideration. 15 

 16 

Ms. Mead stated she would like to have the opportunity to distribute the results of the Gypsy Hill 17 

Park survey that she conducted with time permitting. 18 

 19 

Ms. Mead moved to approve the Work Session agenda and the Regular Meeting agenda with the 20 

addition to the Work Session, if time permits, of a discussion of the results of her informal survey 21 

of Staunton residents regarding Gypsy Hill Park golf course. 22 

 23 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Harrington and carried unanimously as follows: 24 

 25 

  Dr. Curren  aye  Mayor Dull  aye  26 

  Mr. Holmes  aye  Ms. Oakes  aye 27 

  Ms. Mead  aye  Vice Mayor Kier aye 28 

  Dr. Harrington  aye  29 

     30 

2.    Presentation by Shenandoah Green 31 

 32 

Steve Rosenberg, City Manager, stated representatives of Shenandoah Green would be sharing 33 

details concerning a grant received from the American Geophysical Union-Thriving Earth 34 

Exchange (AGU-TEX) and the grant funded project, Staunton Thriving Earth Plastics Project 35 

(STEPP).  As reported by Shenandoah Green, the purpose of STEPP is to measure for micro-36 

plastics in local waterways. 37 

 38 

Fred Blanton, representative of Shenandoah Green, stated, as part of the grant, the AGU assigns a 39 

scientist to the project.  He noted Win Cowger, a Ph.D. student and National Science Foundation 40 

graduate research fellow at the University of California, has been assigned to STEPP and has been 41 

conducting studies in Staunton for a week.  Mr. Blanton stated their group toured the City’s Water 42 

Treatment Plant, Augusta Regional Landfill, and the Middle River Regional Wastewater 43 

Treatment Plant and tested waters downstream from these facilities.  44 

 45 

Mr. Blanton introduced Mr. Cowger, who explained the results of his studies that he conducted 46 

regarding trash in the city. Mr. Cowger also answered Council’s questions regarding possible 47 

recommendations on how to reduce trash and plastic consumption especially related to glass and 48 

plastic bottles, plastic bags and cigarette butts. 49 
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 50 

3.    Discussion of Virginia Department of Transportation of Greenville Avenue STARS 51 

Study 52 

 53 

Mr. Rosenberg stated this item appeared on the August 22, 2019 Work Session agenda.  He noted 54 

Adam Campbell, VDOT Assistant District Planner, provided a brief overview of the Strategically 55 

Targeted Affordable Roadway Solutions (STARS) program.  Due to time constraints, Council and 56 

staff did not have an opportunity to engage in discussions regarding specific business locations 57 

that may be impacted by proposed improvements.  As a result, Mr. Rosenberg stated staff would 58 

provide further information and answer questions from Council members. 59 

 60 

The purpose of the VDOT study is to identify strategies to reduce crashes and enhance facilities 61 

serving non-motorized and transit users, while maintaining vehicular capacity through 62 

recommended improvements identified by the analysis of existing and forecast conditions.  63 

Additionally, the study serves as a primary planning vehicle to identify potential transportation 64 

improvements addressing safety and congestion for advancement through VDOT’s SMART 65 

SCALE program and other state funding programs. 66 

 67 

Billy Vaughn, Director of Economic Development, noted Mr. Campbell was also present to answer 68 

questions from Council.  Mr. Vaughn gave a presentation which highlighted proposed 69 

improvements on Greenville Avenue, beginning at Barterbrook Road and ending at Commerce 70 

Road, and their impact on adjacent properties.   71 

 72 

Mr. Vaughn and Mr. Campbell answered questions from Council members regarding the proposed 73 

recommendations.  Mr. Vaughn stated the short-term project could possibly begin in three years.  74 

Mr. Campbell explained the time line involved regarding funding for the proposed projects.   75 

 76 

Mr. Vaughn stated a public information meeting regarding the results of VDOT’s study would be 77 

conducted at a future date.  He noted all projects would be funded by VDOT.   78 

 79 

Mr. Campbell stated City Council would decide whether to advance any or all of the proposed 80 

projects into various funding cycles offered through the state.   81 

 82 

4.    Closed Meeting for (a) Consultation with Legal Counsel for Necessary Legal-Related 83 

Advice and Discussion Pertaining to (i) Specific Land Use and Zoning Matters; (ii) a 84 

Claim Involving a Former Employee of One of the City’s Departments or Agencies, (iii) 85 

the Permissible Functions of Local Law Enforcement Officers, and (iv) Transient 86 

Occupancy Tax; and (b) Discussion or Consideration of the Possible Acquisition of Real 87 

Property(ies) or Interests in Real Property(ies) for Public Purposes and/or Disposition 88 

of Publicly Held Real Property Interests, Where Discussion in an Open Meeting Would 89 

Adversely Affect the Bargaining Position or Negotiating Strategy 90 

 91 

Ms. Oakes moved to enter a closed meeting for (a) consultation with legal counsel for 92 

necessary legal-related advice and discussion pertaining to (i) specific land use and zoning 93 

matters; (ii) a claim involving a former employee of one of the City’s departments or 94 

agencies, (iii) the permissible functions of local law enforcement officers, and (iv) transient 95 

occupancy tax, pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(8); and (b) discussion or 96 

consideration of the possible acquisition of real property(ies) or interests in real property(ies) 97 

for public purposes and/or disposition of publicly held real property interests, where 98 
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discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 99 

strategy pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(3).  100 

 101 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Harrington and carried unanimously as follows: 102 

 103 

  Mr. Holmes  aye  Ms. Oakes  aye  104 

  Ms. Mead  aye  Vice Mayor Kier aye 105 

  Dr. Harrington  aye  Dr. Curren  aye 106 

  Mayor Dull  aye  107 

 108 

Ms. Oakes moved that Council reconvene in an open meeting and certify to the best of each 109 

member’s knowledge that only lawfully exempted public business matters were discussed and that 110 

only public business matters as identified in the closed meeting motion were heard, discussed or 111 

considered in the meeting. 112 

 113 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Holmes and carried unanimously as follows: 114 

 115 

  Ms. Mead  aye  Vice Mayor Kier aye  116 

  Dr. Harrington  aye  Dr. Curren  aye 117 

  Mayor Dull  aye  Mr. Holmes  aye 118 

  Ms. Oakes  aye  119 

 120 

The work session adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 121 

 122 

 123 

 124 

 125 

 126 

       _________________________________ 127 

                   Suzanne F. Simmons 128 

                      Clerk of Council   129 
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REGULAR MEETING OF STAUNTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 2 

7:30 p.m. 3 

Council Chambers 4 

                        5 

PRESENT:  Mayor Carolyn W. Dull 6 

 Ophie A. Kier, Vice Mayor 7 

 James L. Harrington 8 

 R. Terry Holmes 9 

 Erik D. Curren 10 

 Andrea Oakes  11 

 Brenda O. Mead 12 

 13 

ALSO PRESENT: Steven Rosenberg, City Manager 14 

 Douglas L. Guynn, City Attorney 15 

 Suzanne F. Simmons, Clerk of Council    16 

 17 

Mayor Dull called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.  18 

 19 

MAYOR’S REPORT 20 

  21 

Mayor Dull stated on August 31, 2019, Mary Baldwin University students were welcomed to the 22 

City and given a tour of City Hall.   23 

 24 

On September 5, 2019, Mayor Dull and Councilwoman Oakes attended a mental health briefing 25 

given by Valley Community Services Board.   26 

 27 

Mayor Dull gave a brief personal statement regarding the Gypsy Hill Park Golf Course.  She 28 

wanted to clarify misinformation being issued on her belief that the golf course needs to make 29 

money.  She stated she had never said that the golf course needed to have a profit.  Mayor Dull 30 

stated the golf course is part of the quality of life in Staunton.  She stated Council needs to examine 31 

how the City is spending the taxpayers’ dollars on quality of life issues.   32 

 33 

Mayor Dull welcomed Social Studies students from Riverheads High School.  34 

 35 

Mayor Dull welcomed Daman Irby of the University of Virginia Center for Politics and a guest 36 

delegation of 30 Mongolians who are participating in the Leaders Advancing Democracy (LEAD)-37 

Mongolia Exchange.   38 

 39 

Mr. Irby stated this was the fourth delegation from Mongolia to attend a City Council meeting.  40 

The group’s representative stated the members are from both private and public sectors.  He 41 

presented Mayor Dull with a gift from Mongolia.   42 

 43 

Mayor Dull read the following Proclamation and presented it to Betty Wade, Virginia District 6 44 

Director, and Helen Willard, Cindy Phillips, and Jane Lobb ,representatives of the Colonel Thomas 45 

Hughart, Augusta Parish, and Beverly Manor chapters of the Daughters of the American 46 
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Revolution, who will be distributing copies of the proclamation to Staunton’s schools for use in 47 

the schools’ activities to recognize Constitution Week: 48 

  49 

WHEREAS,  September 17, 2019 marks the two hundred and thirty-second anniversary 50 

of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the 51 

Constitutional Convention; and  52 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to officially recognize the patriotic celebrations which 53 

will commemorate the occasion; and  54 

WHEREAS,  Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the 55 

President of the United States of America designating September 17 56 

through 23 as Constitution Week. 57 

 58 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by Staunton City Council that  59 

September 17-23, 2019, is hereby designated as 60 

Constitution Week 61 

in the City of Staunton and all the City’s citizens are asked to reaffirm the ideals established by 62 

the Framers of the Constitution in 1787. 63 

Adopted this 12th day of September, 2019. 64 

 65 

/s/ Carolyn W. Dull 66 

CAROLYN W. DULL, MAYOR 67 

 68 

ATTEST: /s/ Suzanne F. Simmons 69 

                CLERK OF COUNCIL 70 

 71 

Mayor Dull then read the following Proclamation and presented it to Lily Wilson Huffman, Ms. 72 

Virginia Senior America 2019: 73 

 74 

WHEREAS,  Lily Wilson Huffman is a 12th generation Virginian; and 75 

WHEREAS, Ms. Huffman is an honored citizen of Staunton who finds nothing more 76 

beautiful and special than the Blue Ridge Mountains and her beloved 77 

Virginia; and  78 

WHEREAS, as an educator and volunteer, Ms. Huffman has provided tremendous 79 

service to her community; and 80 
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WHEREAS, selected by Senior America as Ms. Virginia Senior America 2019, Ms. 81 

Huffman graciously exemplifies the dignity, maturity and inner beauty of 82 

all senior Americans; and 83 

WHEREAS,  Ms. Huffman represents the Commonwealth of Virginia and the City of 84 

Staunton with great passion. 85 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by Staunton City Council that the City 86 

of Staunton, Virginia honors Lily Wilson Huffman on the occasion of her selection as Ms. Virginia 87 

Senior America and wishes her great success during her tenure.   88 

Dated this 12th day of September, 2019.  89 

  90 

/s/ Carolyn W. Dull 91 

CAROLYN W. DULL, MAYOR 92 

  93 

ATTEST: /s/ Suzanne F. Simmons 94 

                  CLERK OF COUNCIL 95 

 96 

Mayor Dull invited citizens to attend the Climate Strike event to be held at the Staunton Innovation 97 

Hub on September 20, 2019.  She noted this event would address climate change. 98 

 99 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 100 

 101 

Ms. Oakes gave mention to CAPSAW and then read comments received about how project funding 102 

has helped citizens in the community.  She stated the West End Business Association will have a 103 

road rally and scavenger hunt on September 21, 2019, and invited the public to attend.  Ms. Oakes 104 

noted Council will be holding further discussions concerning the golf course.   105 

 106 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 107 

 108 

Ms. Oakes moved to approve the work session and regular meeting minutes of August 8, 2019. 109 

 110 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Holmes and carried as follows: 111 

 112 

  Dr. Harrington  aye  Vice Mayor Kier aye 113 

  Mr. Holmes  aye  Ms. Mead  aye 114 

  Mayor Dull  aye  Ms. Oakes  aye 115 

  Dr. Curren  aye 116 

 117 

Ms. Mead moved to approve the work session and regular meeting minutes of August 22, 2019. 118 

 119 

 120 

 121 
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Holmes and carried as follows: 122 

 123 

  Mr. Holmes  aye  Ms. Mead  aye 124 

  Mayor Dull  aye  Ms. Oakes  aye 125 

  Dr. Curren  aye  Dr. Harrington  aye 126 

  Vice Mayor Kier aye 127 

 128 

REGULAR MEETING 129 

 130 

A.     Public Hearing and Consideration of a Request by Charles Clemmer for a Special Use 131 

Permit to Construct a Residential Garage at 511 North Coalter Street 132 

 133 

Rodney Rhodes, Senior Planner, stated Charles Clemmer has requested a Special Use Permit to 134 

construct a garage at 511 North Coalter Street.  The property is zoned B-1, Local Business District.  135 

Mr. Rhodes noted in the B-1 District, the ground floor of any building is reserved for business use 136 

only.  However, through the Special Use Permit process, one can apply for residential use on a 137 

ground floor.   138 

 139 

Mr. Rhodes stated the existing structures and uses at 511 North Coalter Street consist of a single-140 

family dwelling with a commercial addition on the rear and several residential accessory 141 

structures.  He noted Mr. Clemmer is asking to construct a residential garage in the back of the 142 

property for his personal use. 143 

 144 

Mr. Rhodes stated zoning to the north is R-2, Low Density Residential District, to the east is R-4, 145 

High Density Residential District, to the west is B-3, Planned Business District, and to the south 146 

is B-1, Local Business District.  This is a corner lot, and the proposed garage would be in close 147 

proximity to the adjacent R-2 and R-4 zoning.  Given that residential use is permitted on the 148 

property on the second floor, that the garage is accessory to that use, and that the garage would be 149 

located on the rear of the lot near the residential uses to the north and east, the requested Special 150 

Use Permit is deemed appropriate.  Mr. Rhodes stated notices were sent to all adjoining property 151 

owners, including those across all three streets from the property, and was also advertised in 152 

accordance to state requirements.  He stated no comments were received.  Mr. Rhodes stated due 153 

to its proximity to residential uses in the back, staff believes that it is compatible with those 154 

residential uses and would not have any detrimental impacts to the adjoining Walgreen’s store. 155 

 156 

Mr. Rhodes stated at its meeting of August 15, 2019, the Planning Commission conducted a public 157 

hearing and considered the request.  No one spoke in opposition to the request.  On a 5-0 vote, the 158 

Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Special Use Permit, concurring 159 

with staff’s recommendation. 160 

 161 

The Public Hearing was opened. 162 

 163 

Charles Clemmer, 511 N. Coalter Street, stated he is requesting a Special Use Permit to construct 164 

a garage for personal use.    165 

 166 

There being no one else wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was closed. 167 
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 168 

Dr. Harrington moved that Council approve the Special Use Permit for 511 North Coalter Street, 169 

as recommended by the Planning Commission. 170 

 171 

The motion was seconded by Ms. Oakes. 172 

 173 

Ms. Mead stated she’d visited the property as Council liaison for Planning Commission and noted 174 

the property is one of the nicest maintained properties in that area.  She noted she would be happy 175 

to support his request. 176 

 177 

The motion carried as follows: 178 

 179 

  Dr. Curren  aye  Dr. Harrington  aye 180 

  Vice Mayor Kier aye  Mr. Holmes  aye 181 

  Ms. Mead  aye  Mayor Dull  aye 182 

  Ms. Oakes  aye 183 

 184 

B. Public Hearing and Consideration of a Request by Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal 185 

Company to Amend Section 18.75.020 of Chapter 18.75, I-1, Light Industrial District, 186 

of Title 18, Zoning, of the Staunton City Code 187 

  188 

Mr. Rhodes stated Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal Company has requested an amendment to the Uses 189 

Permitted section of the I-1, Light Industrial District.  The applicant proposes to add “business and 190 

professional offices” to the list of uses that are permitted by right in I-1, Light Industrial District.  191 

As a permitted use in I-1, Light Industrial District, business and professional offices would also be 192 

permitted in the I-2, Heavy Industrial District.  Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal is located at 104 193 

Industry Way, in the Green Hills Industrial Park.  Mr. Rhodes stated the building was constructed 194 

to look and function as a business.  He noted the property has been for sale and several potential 195 

purchasers have all expressed interest in using the property as a business or professional office; 196 

however, such uses are not a permitted use in I-2 District. 197 

 198 

Mr. Rhodes stated David Hickey, owner of Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal, has worked with staff on 199 

this amendment to allow office use in existing buildings in industrial districts.  He noted this would 200 

not apply to new buildings constructed in industrial districts, only buildings already in existence.   201 

 202 

Mr. Rhodes stated staff has conducted an analysis of the industrially zoned areas of the City.  He 203 

noted there are several other properties with similar issues with office or business use in industrial 204 

districts.  He noted this would benefit the applicant as well as other property owners in the 205 

industrial districts. 206 

 207 

Mr. Rhodes stated at its meeting of August 15, 2019, the Planning Commission held a public 208 

hearing on the matter.  No one spoke in opposition to the amendment.  One individual, representing 209 

an entity interested in purchasing an adjacent property, spoke in support of the amendment.  On a 210 

5-0 vote, the Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the amendment, 211 

concurring with staff’s recommendation.   Mr. Rhodes stated Mr. Hickey submitted a letter with 212 

his application that explains some of the history of how his building was permitted and approved. 213 
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The Public Hearing was opened. 214 

 215 

David Hickey, owner of Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal, stated he purchased the property in 2002, 216 

and noted the City approved his plans for the office building.  Due to difficulty on selling the 217 

property, Mr. Hickey is requesting the amendment to the zoning code for industrial areas.    218 

 219 

Amanda Hoke Martin, 319 S. Fayette St., Apt. 2, stated she has lived in Staunton for two years 220 

and has enjoyed living here. 221 

 222 

Adam Shifflett, facility manager for Farm Credit, stated his business is looking to expand and has 223 

put a contract on the building next to Mr. Hickey’s at 102 Industry Way to use as a processing 224 

center.  He noted due to current zoning restrictions, they would not be able to use the property to 225 

suit their needs.   He asked that Council consider the zoning amendment. 226 

 227 

Mr. Rhodes stated when Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the 228 

amendment, they did state that they recommended changing the ordinance to what is being 229 

proposed at this time to address the current need of these properties; however, they requested staff 230 

to revisit the issue and to consider whether such uses should generally be permitted in industrial 231 

zones.   232 

 233 

Dr. Harrington asked Mr. Rhodes, if Council were to vote in the affirmative on this proposal, does 234 

it just solve the problem of the one building or does it also address the issue with Farm Credit.  Mr. 235 

Rhodes stated it would address both of those buildings and any other existing buildings in the 236 

industrial district. 237 

 238 

There being no one else wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was closed. 239 

 240 

Dr. Curren moved that Council adopt the ordinance, as presented, amending Chapter 18.75.020, 241 

Uses Permitted of the I-1, Light Industrial District, of Title 18, Zoning, of the Staunton City Code 242 

as recommended by the Planning Commission. 243 

 244 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Harrington and carried as follows: 245 

 246 

  Vice Mayor Kier aye  Mr. Holmes  aye 247 

  Ms. Mead  aye  Mayor Dull  aye 248 

  Ms. Oakes  aye  Dr. Curren  aye 249 

  Dr. Harrington  aye 250 

 251 

  252 
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Ordinance No. 2019-32 253 

 254 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING, RESTATING AND REORDAINING  255 

SECTION 18.75.020, USES PERMITTED  256 

OF CHAPTER 18.75, I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 257 

OF TITLE 18 ZONING,  258 

OF THE STAUNTON CITY CODE 259 

 260 

 261 

Recitals 262 

 263 

A. As part of City staff’s periodic review of the Staunton City Code (SCC), it has been 264 

ascertained that SCC Section 18.75.020 merits amendment to expand the uses permitted in the 265 

I-1, Light Industrial District; 266 

 267 

B. Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal has initiated a proposed amendment, which City staff 268 

has supported, to SCC § 18.75.020 to add business office to the uses permitted within the I-1, 269 

Light Industrial District, and City staff has recommended to the Planning Commission that it 270 

endorse the proposed amendment;   271 

 272 

C. The Staunton Planning Commission, after study and review, has now recommended 273 

approval of the proposed amendment to SCC § 18.75.020, to allow business and professional 274 

offices as permitted uses in the I-1, Light Industrial District;  275 

 276 

D. This matter has been properly advertised, heard, and considered; and   277 

 278 

E. These recitals are an integral part of this ordinance. 279 

 280 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Staunton, 281 

Virginia, that Chapter 18.75, I-1 Light Industrial District, of Title 18 Zoning, of the Staunton 282 

City Code be, and hereby is amended as follows: 283 

 284 

Chapter 18.75 285 

I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 286 

Sections: 287 

18.75.010    General description. 288 

18.75.020    Uses permitted. 289 

18.75.030    Area regulations. 290 

18.75.040    Uses permitted on review. 291 

18.75.050    Height regulations. 292 

18.75.060    Minimum off-street parking and loading requirements. 293 

18.75.070    Landscaping and screening. 294 

https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.010
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.020
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.030
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.040
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.050
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.060
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.070
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18.75.080    Minimum distance for building construction from any residential or 295 

professional district. 296 

18.75.090    Uses permitted on review. 297 

18.75.010 General description. 298 

These districts are composed of land and structures used for light manufacturing or 299 

wholesaling, or suitable for such uses, where the use and its operation do not directly 300 

adversely affect nearby residential and business uses. These districts are usually separated 301 

from residential areas by business areas or by natural barriers. The district regulations are 302 

designed to allow a wide range of industrial activities subject to limitations designed to 303 

protect nearby residential and business districts. (Zoning ordinance Art. 4, § 12). 304 

18.75.020 Uses permitted. 305 

Property and buildings in the I-1 light industrial district shall be used only for the following 306 

purposes:  307 

 308 

…. 309 

 310 

(7) Business and professional offices not involving on-premises retail or wholesale trade nor 311 

the maintenance of a stock of goods for display or sale. This use shall be limited to only fully 312 

enclosed buildings constructed prior to September 1, 2019. 313 

…. 314 

 315 

In all other respects, the provisions of Chapter 18.65 of the Staunton City Code remain 316 

the same and are hereby restated, confirmed and reordained. 317 

 318 

Introduced: September 12, 2019 319 

Adopted: September 12, 2019 320 

Effective Date: September 12, 2019       321 

                  /s/ Carolyn W. Dull 322 

       Carolyn W. Dull, Mayor 323 

 324 

ATTEST: /s/ Suzanne F. Simmons 325 

           Suzanne F. Simmons 326 

           Clerk of Council 327 

 328 

MATTERS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 329 

 330 

Mr. Rosenberg shared with Council members the rating from the Insurance Services Office for 331 

insurance purposes.  He noted this was a process in which the City participates approximately 332 

every five years.  He stated the City has maintained a favorable score of 2 which is good news for 333 

https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.080
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.080
https://www.codepublishing.com/VA/Staunton/#!/Staunton18/Staunton1875.html#18.75.090
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property owners that purchase hazard insurance.  He thanked Scott Garber, Fire-Rescue Chief, and 334 

Tom Sliwoski, Director of Public Works, for their work during that process. 335 

 336 

Mr. Rosenberg stated the Queen City Mischief and Magic event would be taking place on 337 

September 27-29, 2019.  He noted there would be extensive street closures in the downtown area, 338 

but noted shuttle services would be offered.  Mr. Rosenberg encouraged residents to obtain 339 

information online regarding services and closures.   340 

 341 

MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 342 

 343 

Eric Milnes, 30 Oak Lane, asked if the City had an ordinance regarding organizations, such as the 344 

Ku Klux Klan, distributing literature.  He also asked if any progress had been made on recycling 345 

plastic.   346 

 347 

Mayor Dull stated the City still does not have a vendor to pick up plastic recycling items.  She 348 

noted there is a vendor, Brilliant Green, at the Farmer’s Market which accepts different plastic 349 

items.  350 

 351 

Mayor Dull referred to Doug Guynn, City Attorney, regarding Mr. Milnes’ concerns about the 352 

distribution of literature.  Mr. Guynn stated the City does have provisions that relate to the subject 353 

matter, but noted City officials are keenly mindful that the City is constrained in how any 354 

ordinances are enforced by the First Amendment of the Constitution regarding free speech. 355 

 356 

There was no one else wishing to speak.  357 

 358 

ADJOURNMENT 359 

 360 

There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.             361 

 362 

          363 

__________________________ 364 

        Suzanne F. Simmons 365 

            Clerk of Council 366 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Date: 
 

 
September 26, 2019 

 
Mayor 

Carolyn Dull 

 
Item # 
 

 
A 

 
Ordinance # 
 

 
 

 
Department: 
 

 
City Council 

 
Council Vision: 
 

 
Culture 

 
Subject: 

 
Viseu de Sus 
 

 
 

Background: At the invitation of Mayor Carolyn Dull, Bruce Dorries will make a presentation to 
City Council about his recent visit to Viseu de Sus, Romania, one of Staunton’s sister cities. 
   
City Manager’s Recommendation: Not applicable. 
 
Suggested Motion: Not applicable. 
 
City Manager: Steven L. Rosenberg 
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